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Background

Navsy Aut hority aMadmiPmrg cSelsispsf or

Aut hority for Naming Ships

Names for Navy ships traditionally have been c¢hc
Navy, under the direction of the President and i
For most'tefhtULhSy.,, 119aw included language explicit!]l
Navy the task of Whming frmawnNavy oshihgs Secretary
disappeared from?The dode Co Babypi2lsQ $UWISe.nG. o§n t h
of Wwhe the authority?3btuot ntahnee Sneecw eNaavryy sohfi ptshe Na
impl itchiotrigaw, given 8§6eéhl cadbtioheoll SdcfTiohe 10,
Navy and Marine Corps.

Process for Selecting Names

In disttmmasmeedgcit i on process, the Natxdhle Maswstyory ar
ithouse office of —ppndfhes sambonmailo nheids ttlodrw sa nasth &
foll owing

As with many other things, the procedures and practices involved in Navyashipgrare
as much, if not more, products of evolution and tradition than of legislation. As we have
seen, the names for new ships are personally decided by the Secretary of the Navy. The

1 A law approved in 1819 (Res. of March 3, 1819, 81, 3 Stat. 538, No. 7),sfBbedall of the ships of the navy of the

United States, now building, or hereafter to be built, shall be named by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of
the President of the United Stdtés accordance with rules specifying that ships of the diests were to be named

after states of the Union, and second and third class ships were to be named, respectively, after rivers and principal
cities and towns. A law approved in 1858 (Act of June 12, 1858, c. 153, 85, 11 Stat. 319) provided a siffatar rule
“steamships of the navAgexcept that thiretlass vessels (those with fewer than twenty guns) were to be named by the
Secretary of the Navy as the President may direct, taking care that no two vessels in the Navy shall bear the same
name” 81531 of theRevised Statutes of 1871874, citing the 1819 and 1858 lawtates the following‘The vessels

of the Navy shall be named by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of the Prasigerdrdance with rules

similar to those above, varying slightlepending on whether the vessel was a sailing ship or a steamship. In 1898,
Congress passed a law (Act of May 4, 1898, c. 234, 30 Stat. 390 [appropriations for the naval services]) prescribing
rules for the naming dffirst-class battle ships and mon#&¢ which specified that these were to be named after States
and“shall not be named for any city, place, or persons until the names of the States, shall have been’eXhausted.
provision did not explicitly state whose duty it would be to assigh names to vessels. Congress repealed this provision in
1908 as it pertained to monitors, permitting those vessels to be ffamtte President may diréctAct of May 13,

1908, c. 16, 35 Stat. 159.)

2 The reference to the Secretary of the Navy found in §1531 of the Revised Statutes b82878ee previous
footnote) is absent from the U.S. Code of 1925, which covers Navy vessel names in Title 3463461

310 US.C. 88662 was previously numbered B3 U.S.C. §7292 It was renumbered d9 U.S.C. §729Dy Section

807(d)(2) of theJohn S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 281R. 551%P.L. 115232 0f

August 13, 2018). (Section 807 ®fL. 115232directed he renumbering of various sections of Title 10 relating to the
Navy and Marine Corps. Sections 806 and 808 did the same for sections of Title 10 relating to the Air Force and Army,
respectively.) Prior to thaB4 U.S.C. 8461463 of the 1925 U.S. Code (sgeevious footnotehad beemecodified as

10 US.C. §7292. 10 US.C. §88662stateghat battleshipSshall be named for a State. However, if the names of all the
States are in use, a battleship may be named for a city, place, or’8888Ub)). It specifically authorizes the

Secretary of the Navy techange the name of any vessel bought for the NEB8662c)), but does not explicitly

assign responsibility for ensuring that no two vessels have the sam¢g8&®&a)), or for naming battleships

(88662(b)).
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Secretary can rely on many sources to help him reach his decisamisy&ar, the Navy
History and Heritage Command (NHHC) compiles primary and alternate ship name
recommendations and forwards these to the Chief of Naval Operations by way of the chain
of command. These recommendations are the result of research instding dfithe Navy

and by suggestions submitted by servicemembers, Navy veterans, and the public. Ship
name source records at NHHC reflect the wide variety of name sources that have been used
in the past, particularly since World War |. Ship hame recomniemdaare conditioned

by such factors as the name categories for ship types now being built, as approved by the
Secretary of the Navy; the distribution of geographic names of ships of the fleet; names
borne by previous ships that distinguished themseiveasrivice; names recommended by
individuals and groups; and names of naval leaders, national figures, and deceased
members of the Navy and Marine Corps who have been honored for heroism in war or for
extraordinary achievement in peace.

In its final form, dter consideration at the various levels of command, the Chief of Naval

Operations signs the memorandum recommending name
program and sends it to the Secretary of the Navy. The Secretary considers these

nominations, along ith others he receives, as well as his own thoughts in this matter. At

appropriate times, he selects names for specific ships and announces them.

While there is no set time for assigning a hame, it is customarily done before the ship is

christened. The shi’ s  s-ptheparson who will christen the shifis also selected and

invited by the Secretary. In the case of ships named for individuals, an effort is made to

identify the eldest living direct female descendant of that individual to perform the role of

ship’s sponsor. For ships with other name source s
senior naval officers or public officiafs.

AJuly 2012 Navy omep dhist Ntood yCoinegsr easnsd p r(ascetei ces f o
next ssetcattifobro)wh a g

Once a type/class naming conventjoa., a general rule or guideline for how ships of a

certain type or class are to be namsdstablished, Secretaries g¢aty on many sources

to help in the final selection of a ship name. For example, giS#cretaries can solicit

ideas and recommendations from either the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) or the

Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC), or both. They can also task the Naval Heritage

and History Command to compile primary and alternate ship necoenmendations that

are the result of research into the history of th
Secretaries also routinely receive formal suggestions for ship names from concerned

citizens, active and retired servicemembers, or mendfe@ongressFinally, Congress

can enact provisions in Public Law that express the sense of the entire body about new ship

naming conventions or specific ship names. Regardless of the origin of the
recommendations, howevem,mehdsfithmael Sselredtairgyd sofft o
informed and guided by his own thoughts, counsel, and preferences. At the appropriate

time—normally sometime after the ship has been either authorized or appropriated by

Congress and before its keel laying or christenitite Secretary recordhés decision with

a formal naming announcement.

4 NavalHistory and Heritage Commaniérhe Evolution of Ship Naminginthe US.Na¥y accessed April 30, 2
at https://www.history.navy.migontenthistoryhhhcbrowseby-topicheritage¢ustomsandtraditionsOship-naming/
the-evolutionof-ship-namingin-the-u-s—navy.html

5 Department of the Navyh Report orPolicies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 3
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July 2012 Nav@oRgpesd
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Rules for giving certain types of mnames to cert e
Attack submarines, for example, were once named
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most recentStptfomamest ]l ¢ o.we lomeg ¢avneont hteor beaxtatnlpelseh,i

then | atemoweaenduclramasers and bmbéistteccienmi byile
most caseslmesWiack submarines.

Th &Naval History ansdt aHteersi ttalfldeo WCoobnmilnlmlmidnlge Na vy na m

ships in the future? It seems safe to say that t
the fleet 1t stehlef ncahmemnsg egsi,v esno twi lilt s s hi ps. It se
that future decisions in this area will continue

valued traditions "FThe hleulUpni2 ®Id2 SNawesst @Nmavtryt t o
“US Na v-ya neihnigp pol i ci étsr,a dfiatmicotmisete sf i memdl; t hey evol
over "Tihme r eport “hAbsfps Bthyaptee sn atnhiantg conventions c¢h
to accommodate technolomadalbyhSageetnasar wed)] 8tbkey
over time as every Secr et ahrey onraikgeisn atlh enf¥rmionwgn cionnt

$REI xUDPOOU
There have been numersousshaepiagptrudes ,t patrie cNd ay |

pur pose osthinpa nfioorg aa per son when the rule for tha
to be named f¥Thes olmeltyhi2n0gl 2¢ lrseeport to- Congress ¢

6 Department of the Navyi Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming thel&/egtiee Navy

undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, 73 pp. As of June 13, 2022, the report was

posted ahttps://www.history.navy.midontentiamhhhcbrowseby-topicheritagepdf/Shipnamingreport.pdf

" For an article providing a critical perspectiveon¥he vy eport, see Norman Polmar, “Report
Fal ls Ssapawer®ctober 20126-7.

8 Cruisers named for states were nucleawered cruisers.

°10 U. S. C. gHadhbattleship shall betnamed for a State. However, if the names of all the States are in

use, a battleship may be named for a city, place, or p&rsofi. h ¢ adrotvpsocuted any new battleships (i.e.,

surface combatants larger than cruisers) since World War II. 10 U.S.C. 8662€dhot prohibit thlavy fromgiving

state names to ships other than battleships.

10 NavalHistory and Heritage Commaprhe Evoluton of Ship Naminginthe US.Nayy accessed April 30,
at https://lwww.hstory.navy.miltontenthistoryhhhcbrowseby-topicheritage¢ustomsandtraditionsOship-naming/
the-evolutionof-ship-namingin-the-u-s—navy.html

11 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the VektesNavy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 10.

12 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cdetters dated July 13, 2012, p. 25.

13 Ohio (SSBN726) class ballistic missile submarines, for example, were named for states, but one7G@$Bids
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naming rules dating back to theéachaedsaresgt day o f
discretion to mmhmiagcephivems io@msohdegoneshifpthe
naming t"fTahdei trieopnosr.t ar gues that exceptions made
Presidents or Members of Cowmglh etslsa th,a vrea tolcecru rtrheadn
exceptions, “theyi atbynpset onsasnti en’gaocro lPPweemstiideemt s and M
of CofEhessCRS report continues to note, as eXxce
instances where fsthicpasr roitehresr htahvaend bamierac rnaa mdld mb o r s
Congress.

Some observers have perceived a breakdown in, o
shi®®ach observersxamipgdlet,-s kihpee S chd-®te) fc [ 88 of att

suha r i€ WOSISIN Conne ¢S 8200u)t,J iamndy (C&SQNSQwh1ch
were named for a fish, a state, andl assPnamidgnt,

ru¥’he July 2012 Naswyatepot HEu dodibp gewaangisn g pol i c i

named for Senator Henfgcoop Jackson of Washington, who died in office in 1983. Los Angeles {&8)class

attack submarines were named for cities, but one {B¥N was named for Admiral Hyman G. Rickowsho served

for many years adirector of the Navis nuclear propulsion program. Ticonderoga {€G class cruisers were named

for battles, but one (C6&1) was named for Thomas S. Gates, a former Secretary of the Navy and Secretary of Defense.

14 Department of the NavyA Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with covtere dated July 13, 2012, p. 7.

15 The report states that

the decision of the [ Navy’s 1969] Riera Panel [ on Navy
Congress from the destroyer naming conventisnlted in a now foudecade oldbipartisan

practice of honoring members of Congress with long records of support to the US military with

ships names selected and spread across a variety of ship types and classes. Orthodox Traditionalists

decry this devel opment as canl umwaNrarvantscd pi mtamui snigomprafct
this is a selective interpretation of the historical record. Secretaries of the Navy have been naming

ships for members of Congress nearly a centuryn order to honor those extraordinary elected

leaders who havediped to make the Nawylarine Corps Team the most powerful naval force in

history.

Like many Pragmatic Secretaries of the Navy before him, {{Bearetary [of the Navy Ray]
Mabus endorses and subscribes to this special naming convention....

Objectionstqthen] Secretary Mabus’s decision to name a ship 1in
generally fall into one of four categories. The first are Orthodox Traditionalists who naturally

complain that his selection represents a corruption of the LPD 17 naming tonvetowever, as

outlined above, the choice is perfectly consistent with the speciatgmEssaming convention

that honors Legislative Branch members who have been closely identified with military and naval

affairs, which has been endorsed by Secretdrom both parties and Congress....

In summary, while USS John P. Murtha represents an exceptionéstéidished.PD 17
[amphibious ship] class naming convention, it is completely consistent wipéuéalcrosstype
naming convention for honoringunous American elected leaders, including both Presidents and
members of Congress with records of ldagn service and support to the US armed forces.

(Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels ofite Navy undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p
28-30. Italics as in original. See also pp. 37, 41, 42, 44, 47, 68, and 73.)

16 See, for example, Donald R. Bouchotikhe Name GamiU.S. Naval Institute Proceedingdarch 2000: 114111,

Norman Pol mar, “ Mi s nld.SaNavg Instituite RroceedingSepfember 20Q6r381; Norman

Pol mar, “Misnami n gUSNNavayInsStute Pposeedingsgbauarnn2009:’89; and Norman Polmar,
“Theretsia &k.SMWavaldnstitute Proceedingspril 2012:888 9; Carl Forsling, “A Plan
Navy’s Broken ShTapkaniPuiposdday & 3045t ¢ m, ”

17See, forexampl&yor man Pol mar, “ Th &.5.eNaval Institute Broegings Apal 2042 3889, ~
which characterizes the namiHarg tolfe t Naev SthesSeatvilfflase d aiseon acf a
namessee Department of the Navy,Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vesseas of th
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and practices fall well within the historic spec
the Navy, and are altogether cons¥stent with shi
Rulfer Shi NoWyBesng & r oRadPanbtcluyr e d

For ship t ypmpescumoew beirngmhmreo Navegd Dor rrevkleensNd yy, 1
(and exceptions thereto) are summarized bel ow. T
current mnaming rules (and exceptions thereto) at

Ballistic Miss(iSISBNSubmarines

On December 14anmRdumcSeSdBMethhadita Y plsd ncnleads s of at

l edtevalbl i stic mis@ESSBNs s,ubma@dkhwpod i moanmoerd of t he
District .9CfonGoelqumnebnital y, s i hmle2e oDre dnmomrneesdS BN)sl 6
have been 1CoflainaSdB X 6) acsl@ ss boats.

On June 3, 2022, themNadivSySiBiNg'6umé m€mal wanb i at was
District ,ofsoCalsum®yv arvicapd ths €a bh mgdbSii®7),la h L o s

Angel e688pPSNlass attack submarine that was namec
Col umbi®8 SNMQ. ent er e d,asnddtfwincael syeerawrDs® 6o fmay overl a
with the 1initial -8y2efaurcshovoafr wsaepd di po sefla WS BN Cue, a:

§8 6 6 2 ( a YNostt antoerse, t han one vessel o’fMotdhef yNanwgy may

Navy, undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 204&4{3p.

18 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cdetters dated July 13, 2012, p. iii.

Be«Secretary of the Navy Names -Z4416eDecebersld, 206G SedalsDMdyanPr e s s Re
Eckstein, “SECNAV Mabus to Officially Designate First ORP
(SSBN8 2 6 YSNI’'NewsDecember 13,201 he Navy’s intent to name the first Ohi
was first reported in July 2016; see Sam LaGr 3N, “Navy Oh
News July 28, 2016Jacqueline Klimas N&avy Next Sub Class toBe Named after D.C. Washington Examineduly

29, 2016 “Document: Notice to @SN NewsAugustd, 23018 Proposed Navy

20 For more on th€olumbiaclass program, s€eRS Report R4112%avy Columbia (SSBB26) Class Ballistic
Missile Submarine Program: Background and Issues for Congog9Ronald O'Rourke

2L A June 3, 2022, Navy news release stated:

Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Carlos Del Tammnounced today that the first ship in the
Columbiaclass ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) will be officially named USS District of
Columbia (SSBN 826).

The decision to name SSBN 826 is to alleviate any name conflicts with the ab@adyissioned
USS Cdumbia (SSN 771). 810 U.S.C. 8662(a) states that not more than one vessel of the Navy
may have the same name.

The Columbia program was named in 2016 with the lead ship projected to enter service in 2027,

consequently overlapping with the existing USS Cdlia@{SSN 771). SSBN 826 will be named

after the mnation’s capital while SSN 771 is mnamed afte
lllinois named Columbia, following the naval tradition of SSNs being named after U.S. cities.

(Secretary of the Navy Publi A f fSECNAY Namé&s SSBN 826 USS District of Columbia

Release #220, June 3, 2022. A similar statement is available as Department of Defense,

“SECNAV Names SSBN 826 USS Districtof Columbia news release dated June 6, 20
accessed June 13, 2022, at

https:/mww.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/305356 2/seammesssbnr826-uss

district-of-columbial)

See al s o Navy General Dynamigdsay theKeel forNewly Renamed USS District of Columbia”
Breaking Defenselune 5, 2022.
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SSBN2®%n a nfer €@l umiii st r i ct aovfo iGlosl iusmeBehlsasatm s s e d
bel(ooswCeo ngr es s inosncasl tRoe sApnon o uNmacnei dn gN alkg)pc h Sshi dpnwy 1 n
1982 mobefn8tMO0ahetrh LoscAagd ecatt afcrk€msrupunar i ne
Chri€tty of Corpus Christi

The Navy states that not wi-§ H6 tmanndkiZn gi htehmeo rneo d i f 1 ¢
planned nwiw IS ScBoMsta fanaurer ¢ d the a-82 €p | athshGine ¥ 8 8 BN
Oct ober t2h8, NalOv2yO tahth BWN2 @ gsdetchben d t inwt he bé¢ass,
namWdscdTshien Navy has not announce-dl mas mmabna amtgs r ul e

Attack SubmSNs hes

Asof J yx02 21t3he Navy had afBdVaumpdad Idd SdS8sNafsesr aaltla c
s ub ma®ttihnreosu g8h0, S ¥ N bk s etcwdn ¢ go fha sast hfdatamtg r e s s
funfled procur elnlbnntti 1i nr eFcYe2hOaMd oya t s\giewngeineaibef ¢ r
stated th two exceptions:

e On January -Secr2e0t0a9r,y tohfe nt he Navy Donald Winte
SSN85 would be named for®® former Senator John

e OnJ anwarldtheNecretaryRoey MabmdNewyged that SSN
795woul d be Alanme & | f iy ma who. sBRrokdvdoyr many
years as divriectnwel odr thed Nal si on progr am.

Thd omost recentlylnasamedo¥Witsgihmive been named in h
Navy attac,k faosi b mavs i ne s

22The possibility of an overlap in years of operation between-BBNand SBN-826 and the resulting issue undér

U.S.C. 88662(ajvas discussed in this report from the version dated April 23, 2018, through the version dated March

31, 2022, which was the version prior to dthaton®avy’s June 3
possible way to resolve the naming issue arising from such an overlap would be to modify the name-8268BN

District of Columbia

23 Email from Navy Office of Legislative Affairs to CRS, June 6, 2022.

24 See, for example, Richard R. Burggs§ ECNAV Selects USS Wisconsin as Name of S
SeapowerOctober 28, 2020.

25 For more on the Virginielass program, sé€8RS Report RL32418\avy Virginia (SSN'74) Class Attack
SubmarineéP’rocurement: Background and Issues for CongrbgsRonald O'Rourke

26DOD News Release No. 0169, “Navy Names Virginia Class Submarine USS |
Warner served as a sailor in World War 1l, as a Marine in the Korean War, as Shutetary of the Navy in 1969

1972, and as Secretary of the Navy in :9874. Warner served as a Senator from January 2, 1979, to January 3,

2009. He was a longtime Member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, and was for several years the chairman of

that committee. Winter’s January -8512ntootss beforethe shipwase ment as s
fully funded. (The ship was fully funded by the FY2010 DOD appropriationd-aBt [3326P.L. 111118, which was

signed into law on December 19, 2009.) Naming a ship almost a year before it is funded is unusual. Winter stepped

down asSecretary of the Navy on March 13, 2009. If SB6 had not been named for Warner, the™@angress

might have had an opportunity to consider whether €A@\the next Foratlass carrier, should be named for Warner.

One observer has argued thatinlightoWa r ner s record and past traditions for n
honored by an aircraft carrier (two CVNs [nuckpawered aircraft carriers] have been named for Members of

Congress) or possibly the lead ship for the planned class of CG(X)rsrulsesrt not a submarine.” (Norm
“Mi snaming Navy Ships (Again),” U.S. Naval Institute Proce

27DOD News Release N&IR-009-15, Ndty Names New Virgini€C1 a s s At t ack SubmaAsine,” Januar
discussed elsewhere irigtreport (see footnotk3, Table 1, andtkk s e ¢ t i oQverview ofCongressibnaf*

Influence on Navy ShifNaming Decision5) , a pr e v i o usthedas Angeleglass submarine $&n ¢

709—was named for Rickover.

Congressional Research Service 6



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

e OnOct ober tlh38m c2r0e2tfa,r yKefine hh NavBraithwaite
announc e d8 0t4h awto uSISdB areb inna mheodn or of t wo previou
Navy attack submar®nes that were so named.

e On Novemberh88¢cr 2020y Braithwadbfeandnounced
SS®O06 woul dT abregh\Waahmoe ¢ e s pect i vtewloy, in honor of
previous Navy at tTaacakh & utbwne rpirneevwsi snmmsmeMa vy att a
submar i nWah&a me d

e On Januahtth8dcr 802r yhmwnotrce dl 0t7h awto uSl SAN
be n&mée¢ & eirnsihdoensor of t wo previbas NWewyg att ack
so ndmed

Whet hefohbhete rMfommed d¢ntonal exceptions to the <c¢lz:
reflect an amendgi mmguloef ifBh eu n¥¢heasstsa f mamminnt gabout th
of 9N an806SSsNt ated the following:

“The success in battle both previous namesakes en

to the future crews of UtheéhSefeianylBraithwaite. USS Wahoo, ”

“Along with the previously named USS Barb (SSN 80

traditions and heri.tage of the silent service.?7”

Rules for giving certain types of names to certain types of Navy ships have evolved over

time. Atteck submarines, for example, were once named for fish, then later for cities and

states. However, Braithwaite supports naming future submarines after past vessels with

historic naval legacies.

“Naming Virginia ¢l ass s ub mlaims$ubmasne hiasmesa uni que o0p]

that carry inspirational reclords of achievement,k ”
The Naaming decisitohsodghn8SBNsvBOkedaas respondi
situvatheonNofyneturhaewitdg many st atne miarmge sh eawv aNialvayb
s hiTphs28 Vi r gci Inai sast hHacta tdsa be mlaanead f,0 p get hle7e sGsiitoh
(SSBRO6) balldsistic missi hadswibmarmnes($ Y SNPBNBhar i n
named f,BanGotlaitmebsi a8 2(69S BN a s df 8§ 8 B aNWVi ssacagerssSiBriN
82709nNEeawol-21§S8Nass attack s CoOomanreiflSd2dudmed for
anadn&®an Ant oh7) ¢ ILPDs anmprheidb iionu sp lrdtiv pff@mMa st at e
21, ¥make for 8as ¢ pumbdecarf s ¢4y uot i phit thsmendaanea f or

28U. S. Navy pSearetary Named Fetara Restroyer, Attack Submarihne Oct ober 13, 2020. See
Mallory Shelbourng SECNAV Names Attack Boat After WWII USS Barb, DDG for Former SECNAV Lehméan
USNI NewsOctober B, 2020.

2PU. S. Navy nSEGNAV NameseTwa Feiture Virginielass Submarines Tang, Wahod Nove mber 18,
2020.

30 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsSECNAV Names Future Vessels while aboard Historic Navy,Ship U. S .
Navy, January 15, 2021.

31U. S. Navy nSEGNAV NameseTwasFeiture Virginielass Submarines Tang, Wahod Nove mber 18,
2020.

32 A total of 18 Ohieclass boats were built, of which 17 were named for states. (The fifth boat in the class7SEBN
was named for Senator Herivly Jackson.) The 18 boats were all built as SSBNs; the first four boats in the class were
later converted into cruise missile submarines (SSGNs). For more on thel@sdoats, s6€8RS Report R41129,

Navy Columbia (SSBI826) Class Ballistic Missile Submarine Program: Background and Issues for Congyess
Ronald O'Rourke

33 As discussed below in the section on amphibious ships (LB@s)Antonio (LPB17) class amphibious ships are
being namedh partfor cities and communities attacked on September 11, 200&e LPD17 class ships are so
named—New York (LPD-21), Arlington (LPD24) (for the county in Virginia), and Somerset (L2B) (for the county

Congressional Research Service 7
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staNaewy plans call fo48shopsrrent r irneBtYidr@eInbepnftwsh dorfs e
Ohicd dosatrse s c he dullheed Naow ybie e na. hndei anpgvahl illse f or
procuomwbn icrlgaisnsi abboats pers upesarg uidi F ¥l Es. a n d
boats procwrnad ismbE¥@itlnds eyrriafr ¥ Pa2nsdubs e quent
years.

Over the next several years, tnhoet NmodbW® oadhmmmanage
for whiche snhabngesdaanam db ng f bheVinbhgni migsmadilhesas ni ng
the state maimiamgl irtewi bboenppblu brm kanfdo rg ibwV inrggc Inai sas

boats 6thaasmeme as -rtehtei reiantgh sGR{@dvied s s s boat s, howe
are currently scheduled to be 71 etfi rgeecheirm 1HY2 e
boat per year.

Thevostt at et mmdmeasi n fhonipabéweti al acplpalsis¢ ebtoiaotns t o Vi
ot her NavikashdPswynldr@arolina (see section bel ow
being wused).

Aircraft( CdNg)i er s

YI UYDI b

The July 20128 Uewmgr e éwhisltea tceecasr rtihelirtn dniavmedu alrley s t i
considbegdare now generally nafOd thehdfiomosef p:
recent aifthafe wathi bdoné$l ,nd@bdrnyebd6DhPetd/hrSaugile d8 F)
Presiadnddhe¢ s Members of Congress.

in Pennsyl va duy2012repdrtiioecConsesswt lhs Na v y ’nd practicds fornaming ships,
however, states
On September 7, 2002, at a memorial service in New York City,-[tbecretary [of the Navy
Gordon] England announced that LPD 21 USS would be named USS New York. On the face of it
the choice was entirely consistent withthe [LPDY ] t ype’ s “American cities?” [ namirt
convention. However, when making the announcement, Secretary England made clear that the
ship’s name honored far more t haandgtateoftNeww <c i t
York, the victims of the attacks of Septembe
York who emerged after the tragic events [ of

(Department of the Navy, Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels of the Nayyndated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p.
25. Ellipse, italics, and final bracketed portion as in original.)

%For more on the Nav@RSReporhRLI668avy BoicemStructure and Shipbuilding Plans:
Background and Issues for Congrelsg Ronald O'Rourke

510 U. S. C. 8Notarre thgn one vessel ofthe Navy may have the samehamlen t er pret i ng t
“veodelthe Navy” to mean a ship that has been delivere
would permit the Navy to name Virginidass boats under construction for states whose names are assigned to Ohio
class boats that are to be deconsioised before the Virginialass boats in question are to be delivered or

commi ssioned into service. Interpreting “vessel of the Nawv
for the Navy could require the Navy to defer the officialafataming one or more Virginialass boats that are under

construction until Ohieclass boats with the same state names have been decommissioned.

36 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels ofyhe Na
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 37.

e ph

h
d to
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The Navy is currently f8)culdafd@nGadaaliedrR. 1 5or do0(
t he Mamwywna ed-7t8hatt h€GVN ea d7 & hdlpasisn, tdhefudGdVNbe n a me
President Gerald R. Ford.

On May 299he 2q8angunced7 2 htahe CsVlNcondwehli¢d ba the cl
named for President John F. Kennedy.

On De ce mbetrhel ,Na2oglu2n,c ¢ &8 # htalte CtVINi rdwe hi @ ba t he c
namEBdt er pTihge Na vy umacdeemetnhte oann ntohe s ame -day that
yeoatd aircra-6f, cat End ea’ i yYVIP&E® 6 hnei Ntalvy s hi p named
EnterprC8®%eas procured in the FY2018 budgéd¢f, whic
CVM 0, 1 iNkaev ymosshti ps, had beenpmamerde meamn datbhoaunt, t h e
than iiswouidld2 havebpPpdhdSmcmnaemady of the TNevyuRychar
2012 Navy repowhith @emngpesomsuced whefi Rhy Mabus
Navsyt,at es that

Secretary [of the Navy Ray] Mabus values the ability to consider [aircraft] carrier names

on an individual, cagbyZase basis, for two reasons. First, it will allow a future Secretary

to name a future fleet aircraft carrier feomeone or something other than a former

President. Indeed, Secretary Mabus has a particular name in mind. With the scheduled
decommissioning of USS Enterprise (CVN 65), perhaps the most famous ship name in US

Navy history besides USS Constitution will mmoved from the Naval Vessel Register.

Secretary Mabus believes this circumstance could be remedied by bestowing the
Enterprise’s stori®d name on a future carrier.

Prior to the8 Ohamoisntg corfc eGiMY¥ t hat was aot named f
Member of Congressd4dmwast tihec scmaterloiNicmisdEd8h)e, 1
which was pro%ured in FY1967.

On Janua2@2Q@0 at a MaocstDamy Ladrthemo Ky,ngthe Navy an
fourth shi(pVM twhtilcehnghashporized in FY2019, woul d
Shisp Cook Third Class Doris Milleirn Bh4EBfwvedan Arx
t he Nawyt hGrsdsaesschnmghesti odeawnaded for valor 1in co
Medal oforHonowr )actions during the Japanese attac
194°Miller was the fRiantddorrAdcdicaea , AlmemdNa sy r@rcoosgsn i :

37 For more on the CVN'8 program, se€ERS Report RS20648lavy Ford (CVN78) Class Aircraft Carrier Program:
Backgroum and Issues for Congredsy Ronald O'Rourke

38DOD News Release Nd49-11,  “ Na v yNexWAiraraft CarrietUSS JohrF. Kennedy May 29, 2011CVN-
79 will be the second aircraft carrier named for Kenn&tg. first, C\A67, was the lagtonventionally powered carrier
procured for the Navy. C\¢7 was procured in FY1963, entered service in 1968, and was decommissioned in 2007.

¥<“Enterprise, NRowése diAisrtc Na f t NayaNewsiServicPecémber ¢,2012;at e d, ”
Hugh Lessig, “Navy Retires On NewporttNews pailyi Psegflecemhen2] 201®We | ¢ o me An o

40 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congsesith cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 37.

41 CVN-68 was named for Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, a-fit@r admiral who commanded U.S. and allied forces in
the Pacific in World War 1INimitz died in 1966, the same year that Congress considered 196 F defense budget
that funded the procurement of C\08.

“2SeeActing Secretary of the NaaFytureFord Class Aircxaft CarrierAfter WWINa vy Wi I 1
Hero Doris Miller,” NavywhchstatesSer vice, January 19, 2020

On Dec. 71941, Miller was collecting laundry on the battlesgst Virginia(BB-48), when the

attack from Japanese forces commenced. When the alarm for general quarters sounded he headed

for his battle station, an argircraft battery magazine, only to discoveatitorpedo damage had

wrecked it. Miller was ordered to the ship’s bridge to
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of the first®He Sdinecht9abdsabh€& aWanledt War 11

as one
Li scomeCVEEAY when t he Jsahpiagnewgadsudliintg btyhea Bat tl e of
in the Gilber tc olnssltainkdustma iwrh i pcahr tn oowf t h8el ciosuntry o
t hfei r st U. S. aircraft cAmaeniecthteoafbidr snta meeidr cfroar f ta ne
be named in honor of a sailor for ase¢®Nmaty while
ship to be namhdF-1f0o9rls,Mjal-Fl®nfo2k)a ¢ F Fvfarsi gatocc ured i n
FY1967, commissionadadeé ao onosneesdv ffecne 119 11.9 7 3,

3pOw" EUUDPTI UUWOEDUB wd § wededi Wo wsp OUOOwWE OE w
4220"@w201 0O6DPU

The two aircraft carriersUS&ameld ¥iowMNOMehmbcehr s of (
entered service in 1982 and is s dBSdSdbdhlned.t o r e ma
St e €IVNS ) which entered service in 1995 and 1is

l ate AsO4sOhsalwbltemt h of these odJhiSps mared htwakrayan lhd s s
named for persons who were living at the time t1}

As s hdadabdiemhe COPh gr eprsovisionseliattehmegmiopg s e d
CVN O for Represemsashdabfeend ' Wdfigroms anpassed
amendmeh#toi the ammingcodft rtabhmi SrdliomrsasMendmont
was endetcdtd omfs 8t1h3e8DE ¥ 4 9 8§ snent ofDMAPppneprsi DOD)
Act, which H.olr.nRds .hbaXx0idf0o fDe c2e2mb éPe8c7t.i on 8 13 8
statlead, s the sense of the Congress that the Sec:
nuclear aircraft carriers appr7odp roird/tfVINtihe f i s cal
U. S. S. JOHN”’KLs SHENDNISm June(23¢g.]1]988o0ut six mon
he enaPBtme2nlhBP ddsi dent ReagViN dvowmdunded ntalmatd f o1
tennand on Decedheory b fiktd&ddpbyt Baemondi ¢ he ship

t
S
Some observers have raddedhombdmedeaecofinwhether
Senat ors Sptoesnintiisons on s e®¥A elgumltyi oln3 ,a n2d0 2c0i,v iplr ersisg hi

officer, and subsequently manned a .50 caliber Browningainctiaft machine gun until he ran out
of ammunition. Miller then helped move maother injured Sailors as the ship was ordered
abandoned due to her own fires and flaming oil floating down from the desf{tmgtddship]
Arizona(BB-33). West Virginialost 150 of its 1,500 person crew.

See also William Cole,etNdwy tPe aNd mdla AHonoklu Stbetr oCdDromr i s Mil 1l e
Advertiser Janwuary 17, 2020 ; Johnny Diaz, “Navy Aircraft Carrie
Vet e NewnYprkRTimes January 18, 2 0 2 0 ;-Clssa Garridr to Be Named After Ne x t Ford

Pearl Har bor HUSNINewdBo diamuMirlyl d®8, ” 2020 ; Laurel Wamsl ey, “u. S
Aircraft Carrier AftNRARR WWddudrey ol Dor2A G2 Mi l1Taerl, "’Prine, “Na v

Aircraft Carrier Named 1 n NahwTlimeg Joan vadmy c2h,AA2E2X 0 ;c alna HeR 101, ¢
Military 1% A Supercarrier Is Named After An African American Saild®#PR September 29, 2020.

“See also Thomas W. Cutrer and T. Michael ParrNash, “How Do:
Times October 31, 2019; and Marcus S. Cox, “ WWI 1 Review: Dor
Ri ght s MdlisteryhletcamSeptember 5, 2018.

44 FF-1091 was transferred to Turkey as a hulk in 1999 and sunk as a target in a Turiisixegise in 2001.

45 The provision was added khJ.Res. 39by S.Amdt. 1354 which was proposed [&enator Ted Stevens on
December 12, 1987, and agreed to in the Senate by voice vote on the same date.

46 SeeRobert Farley USS John C. Stennis: Does the U.S. Navy Need to Rename This Aircraft Caviagichal

Interest May 30, 2 0 Zwo;arcrafiocarfiers Were nemeg for artdent segregationists. Could they ever be
renamed?Kitsap SunJanuary 19, 2021;&herineHafner Off e o f  AAincraft CacrierslssNamed for a

Segrega i oni st . S o me Wiginian-Pilotp JulRk 2020/ ¢ n & t HANaviy Ship Names Could Fall
Under Pentagdn New Diversity Review Military.com, June 24, 20205eoff Ziezulewicz Jotin C. Stennigv/as an
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that U.S. Na“dy scfufsiseceida Irse nlhramieng t wo aircraft car:
legislators who advocated. r8céenhi scgndgtbB8BSo@artlkd'l
Within the military, tJhoeh nSntya nRoecobsymb as n b e &n a me ¢c K o
Confederate soldiers.

For some general backgr outnod tihmef onrammetsi onlf er Nagvay dsi hr
sectionfCleaxtgaed etdo Nandatef Navy hS$Shipeport

Destr ¢ PDGs )

The Navy is currently -ptpcoaraan@fDdskesghe Bur ke (I
traditionally have been named for famous U.S. na
2012 Navy report to Congress discusses this trac
a rbee innagme dd efceera s ed me mber s orfpst,heamMNh vgga MarGuwmar ,
SecretariceBExodptihen Nawifnhate 2001 1120 wi n g

e On May 7, 2012, the Navy alnln6o ufnocre da tlhiavti nigt w.
per¥®bmomas *Hudner.

e On May 23, 2013, the nMammymgdidDiDiGi nced {1 hafngt
person, Paul Ignatiusl] &@tmfderthate i $e¢ewatsomamin,
Danielwhaosgeved in the U.S. Army during Worl

e On March 31 and April 5, 2016, it was Teport
120 fomgapé¢isvon, formnmer Senator Carl Levin.

e On July 28, 2016, the Navy-l24ndPomgedlithat it
person, Harv¥®y C. Barnum Jr

e On July tlhle, NaWwly&ncavd st exppanding the name of
destdokhar S(DMGAE)ancnl a dkei vi nSge npaetrosro nf,o hn S.
Mc Caih 111

ArdentSegregationist. I1$t Time toChange theCa r r Name? Navy TimesJune 23, 2020; Bridg&taso,
“Controversy Over John C. Stennis Aircraft Carrier Na#B8C San DiegpJune 23, 202(Reuben Keith GreenThé
Case for Renaming the USS John C. StentilsS. Naval Institute Proceedingiune 2020.

A somewhat similar issue arose regarding atlex Coast Guard cutter originally naniEgheythat is owned by the
City of Baltimore and operated there as a museum s hip. For
Appendix B.

4TMi ¢ hael RConf&leratedSymbolisntin the Military Stretches Far Beyond Flags, Base NaadisStreet
Journal July 13, 2 02 0. RacakusticdTurns to Navithips NEiméd Koe GorfderatéBattles,
Segregationists 3an Diego Uniofilribune July 26, 2020.

48 For more on the DDG1 program, seERS Report RL3210%avy DDG51 and DDG1000 Destroyer Programs:
Background and Issues f@ongressby Ronald O'Rourke

49 Throughout this report, the teriming personmeans a person who was living at the time the name was announced.

50DOD News Release N8521 2, “Secretary oDDGtl16¢BeNNamegrhomasHudmar May s
7, 2012

51DOD News Release No63-13, Naty Names Next Two Destroyerdvlay 23, 2013

2General DynamiNavyAwards General ByhagicssBath Irofi Works $644 Million for Construction

of DDG 51 Class Destroyer” Mar ch 31, 201¢, 4 MuhngResKoyeet dfteFormet Mi¢higan s
Senator Carl Levin Military Times April 5, 2016.

53«Secretary Mabus Names Destroyer for Medal of Honor Recjpignt Na vy News Service, July 28,
54 The Navyannounced that iwas expanding the nametbf destroyer John. S. McCain (DEBB), originally named
for Admiral John 81.94“5S)] eawn”d MiciGa isno n(, 1 8A8d4mi r a1981l),to &lso S . “Jack?”

include Senator John S. McCain lll, the grandson of Admiral John S. McCain ana tbieAgtmiral John S. McCain
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e On May 6, 2019, the Navy aln3n3o ufnocre da tlhiavti nig w
person, f or mer, Swhom thoard Ssaemr Weudani n t he Coast (
to 1960, and Rasehe®6OHnw®mI>GLa6 8.

Asof J yG?2 21t3he dNawnyp urhagneeda | l 0-DIDGc 1 ass destroyers p
t hr dDuDgsh9, t he secoddpodcitmweldZDDEG2

FrigaFEG[ X] s)

Current Navy plans call fo¢FBo€Roc urlian®® naf rtiogtaatle so. f
October 7, 2020, tthhee Naivwvrys ta ndhoih’ wiknd cthhhew acsl a s s ,
procur ed wonu IFdY 2b0€200m, & tmegidh ath o acommert lodf sfiikr $.t Na vy
ships authorizedt hhye uGvof mr grpehst se diCoh BT ®4s| at i on

Con s tnjChuetsiagCeankpa, e Barneds PP B Nps 1 m rteh icso ncaleagsuse nt 1 y
knowfRoastell-621)onl @FFFR6@s hiispst.he fifth Navy ship t
Constellation

On December 2, 20R6adinestssstanthoMgnagetmbhat Suppor
t hSee nate Ar med S etrhvSinccerse tCaornymieotnftn etehle Braaviyt lKwa i t e
announced that the s@onwhisdhhopthae Nheychasspe dF«
procur e ment in FYCZCO6@Qdg, eisid ul odn dbre wmfa mendot her one o
s hips. I n thhiSse ctreesttairnyo nByr,a i t hwaite stated

So I'd like to takehis moment to announce that the next Constellatlass frigate will be
named for one of those original six, a name selected by our first president, George

Jr. DDG56 was procured in FY1989 and was commissioned into service on July 2, 1994. John S. McCain Ill served as
a Member of the House of Representatives from 1983 to 1987, and as a Senator from 1987 to 2018. Among his
committee chairmanships, he was the chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee from January 3, 2015, until
his death on August 25, 2018. He was the Republican Party candidate for PresidentAnR0982, 2018, Navy

notice stated the following:

Expandinghe name of USS JOHN S. MCCAIN to include Senator McCain properly honors three
generations of dedicated service to our Navy and nation. Admiral John S. McCairl Q854

served as a distinguished carrier task force commander of World War 1l. AdmirabJbtaCain,

Jr. (19111981), served as the former CommaniderChief, U.S. Pacific Command. Senator John
S. McCain Ill, continued the legacy of service as a Naval Aviator during the Vietham War. As a
prisoner of war, McCain represented our nation witmitygand returned with honor.

(Richard V. Spencer, SecNav notice 5030, July 12, 2018
Fleet, ”“" YoBDE®Gd Sdn. John McCain Added to Destroyer’ s Nc¢
Grandfa h eUSNI’NewsJuly 11, 2018.)

Seeal so the press release entitled “U.S. Navy Names Ship Aft
July 12, 2018, dtttps:/www.mccain.senate.ggwiblicindex.cfm2018/77/u-s-navy-namesship-after-u-s-senatofjohn-

mccanCaitlin Doornbos, “McCain Joins Fat hStarsandSlipe&Gr andfat her
July 11, 2018. See alsSoVI DEO: Sen.Addbcdd tMc Cldsnt royer’s Namesake Along w
USNINews July 11, 2018; Ken Moritsugu (-Baseddestioyetto dSSRPm e s s ) , “ U S
Mc C a iNavy TimesJuly 12, 2018.

%See Secretary of (SH«C NMaVy WaBmeb1 iNe wADfeasitrso,yet In Honor of U
Navy News Servicdlay 6, 2019. Nunn was a Senator from 1972 to 1997. During his time in the Senate, he was,
among other things, the Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee frorg 188dao January 1995.

56 For more on the FR®2 program, seERS Report R44972avy Constellation (FF&2) Class Frigate Program:
Background and Issues for Congrelsg Ronald O'Rourke

57 The previous class of U.S. Navy frigates, @lever Hazard PerryFFG-7) class, ended with US8graham
(FFG61).

%Department SSECNAWY Mameys, Navy’s NewgdtO€laber of, FFGZX) Ship
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Washington. The ship will b§SS Congres® honor and recognize the work that you and
your staffdo every day to support our sailors, our marines and the people of the United
States of America. On behalf of the Department of the Navy, our marines, our sailors, our
civilian workforce and their families that serve at their side, thank you for whad ¢
enhance our readiness. | look forward to your questibns.

Six previous U.S. nd&Lwoalg,fofls isaphsi chha vteh eb eferni gnaatnee da u t
Congress in 17THd @Garngiwdsesda hmoetdor 1l aunch that the
and epdl iecn service in 1% 18 and then sold in 1919,

On Januvartyh8sdc¢crB89O2&2idyhwaite announced that the th
64, woul dChbtees agpaemmaskdehonor of another one of those

The Nawwmnounce me mtasmi anbpo2H-GtFhF &Gn &b bk &t ma ke clear
what the mnaming r,ulbee cfaours et htelp acddhasvsy wmllaly sbmoo ¢ t h
FF62 ¢l asm@ sthaspsi bility is that the ships will b
genePrraelvi ous c¢classes of U.S. Navy frigates, l1ike
naval leaders and heroes.

Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs)

A total of 3PipstebeBdprcombunedsthrough FY2019; t
procure LaCB%Almor35 ships [hGaSwer beeh fiametd-named fo
tier «citieasn,d sonahlelr tb.%%8hhse c o ammivmeg t 1 as er adj usted
regionalnlty U.nSporctiat i es and communities.

An except iomn Foedaiubairzgyd 1vwhen the Navy abh€@Sunced th
l1for former RepresefiPAnoi her GakceptlenGoé€ordsd
2018, when Prepriadssmtcdmrfienpende with Australian P
Turnbull , haatmn dw@Scledd bt€Eamhmeida HMAEra ndfer r a

(D33)an Australian cruiser ntahmetd ffoourg htth ea 1coanpgistiadle
Navy féaocetsd War II and was scuttled after being
Batofl eSavo Isl and®LotnS AAuwgaussGa WmeAdirpa#@vi ous U. S. Na
ship, theCanbm CeAadu)i,s ewhi ch served from 1943 to 19
1970,siwasiamddg i nHMASaonbdrhreaa e i s dMAS a current

CanbeiLio0a), an amphibious assault ship (i.e., hel

®Source: Transcript of the hearing, which focudhed on Navy
Navy is Naming its Next New Frigate USS Congre84ilitary.com, Dece mber 3, 202Nawy Joseph Trev
Boss Tells Congress That A Newdate WillBeNa me d US S Co n g r Bhe Brive DNcemberR,e2@20.1 y , ”

60 See U.S. Navy, Naval History and Heritage Commaidtjonary of American Naval Fighting Shipsccessed
December 3, 2020, attps://www.history.navy.mitesearchiistoriesship-historiestlanfs.html See also Richard R.
Bur g SEGNAV Selects USS Congress as Name of Second Constellation Fri&gapowerDecember 2, 2020.

61 For more @ the LCS program, sé2RS Report RL3374Navy Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) Program: Background
and Issues for Congredsy Ronald O'Rourke

62 The Navy named LG3 and LCS2 Freedomandindependencgeesgectively, after multiple U.S. cities with these
names.

63DOD News Release N096-1 2 Navy‘Names Littoral Combat Ship Gabrielle GiffordBebruary 10, 201ZFor the
Navy’s discussion départmentof thenNawnhi Report an Palidieand Practiceseof the U.S.
Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawydated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012,
pp. 3334.

6Richard R. Burgess, “President Trump NaSeapowelRebrwagry LCS for W
23, 2018.
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and now serves as the *®Tlhagshitpadf omhe FAGALLtSs hhr an
the same name wil Il Op rUe Se2(Cadwlfy ¢chathtntf omet e t han
one vessel of the Nawvbecmay clBal8l6 (URha $ 4 m¢ un & me
governing the naming of U.S. Navy ships and LO0O2

Amphi bi ous As(slaHiAst) Shi ps

Amphibious (alLsEsf uwhti cshh ilposeski zleidk ea inreasdriaufnbe cagr i er s |,
named f orbaitnmiploerst ainnt whi ch U. S. ,Maandn efsorplfaaymodu sa
earlier U.S. Navy ship®&Theh aNa wye raen moun cneadneodn flJouwn
thatt iwtB& ¢l ass amphi,bilLeiwso ua sds abdImta i dmieaidpn a me

previously used fé6bHp)anhatreseafedcanriThe NE&VyY fr ¢
Navy announced on -MaytHhe 260dadndtH¥hywpullHA bche cl as
namédipotlie location of famous Malrhien eNabvayt t 1 es i n
reaffirmed this name selection wit#na more f or ma
November 9, 2016, t he Navy anno-8ncwid It hbaet ntahnee dt
Bougainvihkl €ocation of a famous® World War 11 ¢ an

The Nawyw2021 budgetedhbmfenrtdoh phHHpesnta tshhei pcl as
projected for procurement 1 nadtYi2dm 3a’n Ctolnes i Nat ey t
FY2020 budget regardi-h,g CRStpehdSutasmeptt bdt LHA

Congress procured (i.e., authorizedThadNpvwpvidec
has not announcd%.d a name for LHA

Amphi bi ou6LBDPs ps

San Ant oh7) LPDs amphibious ships are being nan
communwittile smajor being defined as being one of t
sthranrd cities and communiticecAsnend¢c¢ptckend onc Sepde¢ ¢ m
April 23, NOVYO, awhenhe¢twdsLPRBMminkbhki pl 0in the ¢l as
for the late Repr e’8Annottahteirv ee xJcoehpnt iPo.n Muecrct thrar.e d o n
the Navy announced-2t9thhlé3% hi pwasn ©NheGaptadi®PD for

Ri chard M.r . McdGohavilhvee dMe dal of Honor foarndhis actio
later served in the Korean and Vietnam wars

65In between D33 and L02, there was dtfdAS Canberral FFG 02), a frigate that served 1in
1981 to 2005.

66 For more on the LHA program, s€RS Report R43543avy LPD-17 Flight Il and LHA Amphibious Ship

Programs: Background and Issues for CongréssRonald O'Rourke

67DOD News Release N847-1 2 Secrétary of the Navy Announces LHA 7 Will Be Named USS Triptiay 4,

2012 The naméTripoli was previously usefibr an amphibious assault ship (LRI9) that served in the Navy from

1966 to 1995, and for an escort carrier (C&84 that served in the Navy from 1943 to 1946

88« SECNAV Formally Nlawd&ews SERiSdurie?,i2¢plé.1 i , ”

89« SECNAV Na mepsh iNeixotu s A nANavyaNews Servicdlavgmbet 9, 2016.

°DOD News Release N829-10, “ Na v yAmphibious Ship For Congressman John Murttigril 23, 2010

For the Navy’s discussion of t hiAReportaniolicigsandiPradticesaf s ee Depar
the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawgated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13,
2012,pp2830For a recent mnews report about the namiensg of this sl
Navy Christening t Washing®rsPogMarkhn20,P015. Mur t ha, ”
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On October 10, 2019, t30e, MNvahvi v ha twmosu nf cuend etdh ai tn [FPYI
namkdrri,sbfuorrg t he ¢ PAY PDFfd Hatro ibdbutrlge first of a
f1ight , -107f ctlhaes sL PAdIz s i-lg7n Fclail g hdf® nlt I ednebsBiPgyn 15, 2021
Navy annound8é¢d thedld&¥FDilghb [I1 class ship, whicl
and provided procurement fuiPdingbfiidghitoh eF ¥2 020 ,i
Pennsylvania, making7tkFdightpldhelasconsdhipPbDn a
Pennsyl vania.

Oi 1  ;TAOs)

JanuvajgpghS@cr2ehtlaGcy of the NavyhRaWaMNMgwus annou
ers willhpebplrmamad Tomght for " aindilt hbeghts san.
p in tRB&®5¢] avhds chTAw@s procured in FY2016, wi 1 ]
n
S

o
=]

TRwihsiims t he ens ¢ gasrsentntofve rred to a-203Fphn Lewi
sThehiPpasvy wants 20 opmoddmhdPpstotal of

—o = =

uly 28616, it was waewpdoantee dt hteh aste ctohned Nahvryou gh s i
ss (i.e., TAOs 206 through 210) for Harvey Mi
Sojournes p®cdtli ktechleyye names were later posted
S .

VJNOO O —»n O
B‘b’_‘a
i = T )

™ o

ebruarmrSyecx%,t ahdy,f 1 0 heaDeno Wlmaceod that the seve
cl &slsl )G Wav®B i the fi2d0t5sohHprBYROBAO i would be na
rgood "MaMasthal 131, 2022, Secretary Del Toro a
he &llawsi o(ifTAWas t he OSengrofutrwd TAOFY2022,
Ruftchr Bade? Ginsburg

= ¢

:5>—->—|-,«—>O
Qo -+ o

B O 5B
e

m

Dry Cargo and AmtmTAKEsS$ pn Ships

The yNalldwis and €lackaeFTAKErgo and ammunition s
famous American expl or.erTsh e tNaaviyl balnanzoeurnsc, e da nodn pQ co
that ‘5 heplB8n the class was beingarmaBhffdeliresf.or t he ¢

“Secretary of the Navy Public Affairs, “SECNAV Names Futur
city of Harri s bavyNews Sendc®atober LOy20h i a , ”

72 For more on the LPR17 Flight Il program, se€ERS Report R43543avy LPD17 Flight Il and LHA Amphibious
Ship Programs: Background and Issues for CongregsRonald O'Rourke

BValerie dunpimmaNama&N Next Gener at iRefensDaillydanuary %, 2026:4Ci vi 1l Ri gh't
““Secretary of the Navy Ray Ma NavysNewsSendcdanuary 6, 2006. Re pl eni s h me n-

75 For more on the John Lewidass program, s€8RS Reprt R43546 Navy John Lewis (TAQO5) Class Oiler
Shipbuilding Program: Background and Issues for Congregfonald O'Rourke

®“Sam LaGrone, “Navy to Name Ship UAV NewsJulys28,201R Seglalsos Act i vi st
“Document: Notice to CongresUSNIDews 8ARPgoppbssd NAV§. SEe p &Nhsme
to Name Next JohnLewi§ 1 as s Oiler After Civil and Human Rights Leader

“Secretary of the Navy Names Newest NavydNews Sa&vic@ugustni s hment Oi
17, 2016. The first six ships in the class are being procured under a block buy contract.

7S e a p o we SECHNAuNaMes Future-RO USNS Thurgood Marshall, Sponsors for USS Doris Mill&r

SeapowerFebruary 25, 2022.

BU. S. BSECNAV Names Future Regilishment Oiler Ship Ruth Bader Ginshurg press release dated
31, 2022.

°DOD News Release N@8809, “ Na v yShipNAfter Civil Rights Activist Medgar EversOctober 9, 2009
For the Navy’s discussion of eNavyARepor aniPaliges ant Bractices,of s ee Depar
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Navy announced on Méhib8, n20hk, ctlhhats twhealld4 be n .
activist ®¥esar Chavez.
Expeditionarpy rRass t( EIPrFasn s

Expeditioanspypofwhi chBPEa)tx, il May 2011 were being
we l 1 as bwyertechea aNmEvidyr,f br Americahnt Peacemband208Yu

namirm§er EPFs was changed to small U. S. cities.
and Octldben t2@as adjusted t%BAsefnal U2n0ERA2K82 cities ¢
Na vhyda nn o ummacreeds f or alEIF-IELPRhitcthr ovuENDEDEtured in

Expeditionary TranspBxpe®DdbtkendESDSpPaaBdses

The NoawomgxpetionarpchksadEpPdtidedkpeditiomagsy sea b
( ES3B and)ahrieg hbeeri ng named for famous mnames or plac
Mari@mrsNovember 10, 2020 ESBhewlhNmsvlyp maamwrmuend eidn t h a
FY0]l]8would bMamiame dCdrops Vietnam veteran and Med
Ser geanlto iMag mffAfyi ESBES/IB) was pr oc uQne dl ainnu aFrYy2 01159, .
2021, the Navy -a2nnwhneckdwadhapr ESBred in FY2019,
MarinevdtoapMadahdof Honor recipiefSimBRHekate Firs

Towi lSg Javge, and ResTASEsIhi ps

On March th2, NaWly9 ,a it hau n6LAdTtShteh afti r s t ship in a ne
salvage, and AT,Sswouwl & Nacg g admad t hat ships in this
name & rfoariNmet nitv e sonre rNactainv ¢ r #®Oenr iJcuanne t2hle, NaOvly9 ,

announced7t hahe TAESond ship iCherloke&OdNad ibwoul d
26, 20109, the Nav§, amhoumkidd thhip TSRt Maawec ]l as s,
Oj i bwe Anins thiomabhek f the STgiha wo (B4%OMp @ kaimguaatkrnyd i a n
15, 2021, the Navy announced9thwdul dledbdrmima mdd s hi

the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawgated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13,
2012, pp21-22.

80DOD News Release Nd20-11, “ Na vy NorGivilsRighishActivistCesar Chavez May 18, 2011For the

Navy’s discussion of this na nAiReportanPalidiesand Practices ofthe P.8.r t ment o f
Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawydated but transmitted to Congresswibver letters dated July 13, 2012,

pp.222 4. A November 29, 2016, news article states the followi
[then-Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus] said [referring to General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuild

Company (GD/NASSCO) of San Diego, CA, the builderofthe TAKE ¢ 1 ass ships]. “They were the
recommended it because 85 percent of the shipyard workers
Navy Sec. Mabus Leaves Imprinton Palici , S hi p Militaryscom Novemben 29,°2016.)

81 Department of the NavyA Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 201218p. 18

823 ee, for e xamp |SECNAS NamesdFuurerExpgditianfiry Sea Base USS John L. Caiiley
Seapower November 10, 202 ONewe§t Shipato Bd Bamied for Marine‘Sgt.aviajyJohn Canley,
Vietnam War Herp Military.com, Novemberl1, 2020.

83 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsSECNAV Names Future Vessels while aboard Historic Navy,SHip U. S .
Navy, January 15, 2021.

84 “SECNAV Names New Class of Towing, Salvage and Rescue Ship NaMajay News Servicélarch 12, 2019.
85«“SECNAV Names Newest Towing Salvage and Rescue Ship Cherokee Nty News Servigdune 21, 2019.

86 «Secretary of the Navy Names Newest Towing Salvage and Rescue Ship Saginaw Ojibwe Anishilzalyekews
Service July 26, 2019.
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Lename hotntbpere Ioefnape Nat amdof hBe¢nnhyel fdadith ship i
TATSB0, woul dMubsec ongaeme dCtr b o koofNmet-gsoenlefi ned Nat i ve

American tribe 1 ocatBTdhei nNaQkmuhlage en,otOkyleath opmas t e d
sixth ashipsvamt i-ht xd dls2EEATSIhATcSSh were procured i

AspecNavegfphNames

Twbt ate Names Not CurrBatiyEB®BEMIgy Used

As mnot eidn etalrel iscandtuitdmnom ver-nt mima gt nat Newp mekiop
wemomage ven to battl es hpiopwe,r etdh ecnr uliasteeres taon dn ubcallelairs
submar imest rmtecdiem trhoysVii rgalnasmy ack sBAbmaroitreas .
earilnestrhheil on on names for ®&t# aeac winsedeebrmea rygmesi on t
or p INaanvnye dd7loifpst hem submeaemsnlbgd faor s<tuates .

Tht wot awthecoss e names are not current lKpnmeailng used f
Sout h (Faorro lsionfea nthiame tbleee ns t at by f D anrow litinked ,h a s

ssed since a s hip ncaomnmenmdi sfsoiro ntehde ssetravtiec eh awsi tbhe etr
mbat asset, and for which no s hAspfbyuynhat3name
212t  h anso rbee kthf)e ar s since the decommissioning on
tt KanlgB@B1l,) the most recent ship named for the

mmi ssioned service wi®ThetmhesNavygceSoushombanma
r ottihnea npawernadSacutuh s@a&rGANIZHywa a e c o mmi s Jiudwed on

WA T NOT
O O ™M OO0 W

, 1999.

On December 23, 2019, t8h0e2 , N aasthydl 3aSnSrtNchwen ¢ éwédbs sVh a tg i & S
attack submarines procured in FY2019, would be 1
respedPivet yto this naming announcement, Arizona
after Kansas for which the most ti'mendhmad IPpadsed
been in commisspirewsbiupsr mamed Twe bethleesseh itpwso st at
sunk &apamnbtsteca]&kaoh Har bor olat PDecb atbreitzeoBaBa p 9 4

39), wvwwmahsi cdhe commi ssioned on Decemberat2%%,ckl,94ln,d f o
t he baQkllachdBrABap ), whiacdhs ewasamadteur tfhoguenddt ttaoc kb,e t o o
uaconomical to repair,”BBd aowommrsseisomsedai me m9 4

87 Secretary of the Navy Plib Affairs, SECNAV Names Future Vessels while aboard Historic Navy,Ship U. S .
Navy, January 15, 2021.

88 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsNdvy Names Future Vessel to Honor Muscogee Creek Nation U. S. Na vy,
January 15, 2021.

8910 U.S.C. 8662(b) stae Each“battleship shall be named for a State. However, if the names of all the States are in

use, a battleship may be named for a city, place, orpérsomth e Navy has mnot procured any new
surface combatants larger than cruisers)esivorld War 11. 10 U.S.C. 8662(ldpes not prohibit thBlavy fromgiving

state names to ships other than battleships.

9% The Littoral Combat Shigansas City(LCS-22), named for the adjacent cities of Kansas City, Missouri, and Kansas
City, KS, was procureth FY2015 andvas commissioned into service on June 20, 2G80hame was announced in
July 2015 by thetSecretary of the Navy Ray Mabus.

“Acting Secretary of the Navy Public Af-ClassSuksfor “Acting SECN
GreateslGen Her oes o fNavp News Servid®eaernberr23, 2019.

92 The Los Angeles (SSH88) class attack submarine Oklahoma City (S&W) enered service in 1988 and will
reach the end of its 3@ar expected service life in 2021.
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n its annAlopuncle Me3ntth 200fN2 y yt waVsi rrea maasag atc ke
ubma$SiNse s786 tthoadmidgho7%0 Washington, Colorado,
eesscpt iDV@D yatnenle of the five states has had a shi
ears. The most recehndiamwherche waass dele o mmad s sl © a1k
ct olb9e63T h’e July 2012 NaswvyatepottHBd fold ndyad @migdi ng
n which names to selfetcH®alcfroert atrhye [foifv et hseu bNmavryi nRe
sked for a list of State mnames that fhud been at
ts annoWlmcevemebretr2 01192 Natvlya twats h @ a micnlga stsh ea tMiarcgki ni a
ubmar i-7n%1 SfSoNr DD awtbh8ncretary M4albtu sh aass bseaeyn ntgo, ¢
ong since there has b%®en a USS Delaware in the

NavySeNewwisce articdeSepoambahabNavymbtat that th
irgalnawag ack subFm@r was PENng namedTHiogx iVermbat s
irst ship named for Vermont since 1920[,] when
ecommi §%Ai Nm o d SeNevwisce articdeObbpuO0Oiheg Navy
nnouncemeVintr géilnadags ahk su¥B8B8riwae PSENng named for
tated thalS 8rheegwpnse wi dwst tl eship best known for
me r i n Waerl pwehde nd eistt r 03 Ad minrda li nC e¢AlmveerrPadc a hi ppi ne
performed blockade duty in Manila Bay an

nd a d in t'He capture of Vigan.

Navy
l ass
he s
0o mmi
unne
tage
3, 1

e

eNeveisce articdelJabwatyth®, N2O6 6, ifaamnounce mi
ttack3Oslubwvaasr ibneei nSgS M a“Bheed ffuotru rl&t alhS Ss tUat taehd ,w
ond naval vessel to bear -3tlthe wmame ; t he f1
1 on ionn gl,9 1hlo momrda thlaeWhtacl ddtae din t-s agvaanei

X i sedl imasPesatrdu dlartbyora tBBrpedo and c

e d
erc
the Japanese attack [on December 7, 1 ¢
nd
ng

OOy = v o

recei viecde ai nb aWdtrlled sWaar Ifor her sery

he Na wmyw mi announeedmemst ss ufbanra r Vinregsi nhiaave r e duce
tates for which several decades had passed sinc
ommi s sioned service witlforhewhNehynos shaipomlyat ha
urrently under construction. This group used tc
ont ®k4 ahoma, bntd XNicigssaattack submarines have

9% DOD News Release No. 2642, “Navy Names FiApritl3,8@12v Submarines, ”

94 Department of the NavyA Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy forihgthe Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2882, p.

9% DOD News Release N814-12, Setretary of the Navy Ray Mabus Names the Next Virgihass Submarine USS
Delaware with Dr. Jill Biden as ti&ponsoy Rovember 19, 2012

%« SECNAV Na mecsl aVisr gSiunbimaa r i nNayy N&S Servig@eptember 18, 2014.
97«

2

Secretary of the Nav@¢lRay Mabmar Name USVi Opepgon,
10, 2014.

%8« S e cr ethedNavy Ray Mabus Names Virginial a s s S uNawya\News Servjcdanuary 19, 2016. BB1
was decommissioned on September 5, 1944, and then struck from the navy record on November 13, 1944.

Navy
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these states-cdgqSeat ttd enkaVidiunlggm aaineasnoeo il c A me n t 13, 20
November 19, 201 2; September 18, a2n0dl 4De cQecnmboebre r |
23, 2684dPpegctivel y.)

As discussed earlier i1at theks sobwenmen 1 noenxs tr usl eevse rfaolr
years, the Navy can manage the situation of havi
named by amending the naming rule for the Virgin
but making additiomnald/excodpt ecolmssnsig obVtahtgsi ntithhee ,s a m
names as -rtehtei reientgh sGsA{bOohaidon s s boat s, however, are
scheduled to be retired in FY2026 and subsequent

Shi ps Nameldi fing Persons

The Navy historically has onl yneraanrienlgy (ntahmeodu gshhoiury
CRS rpposohnhs who were living aAsthbdwbinient he nart
since the nr7a0mifnogr o(fa r(4y Na 25 .3 4 nmill9i7t ary s hips he
named ifvam g.Wp¢ hs ong LeC8cle pwhiiocnh (waGsa brame d)ef oGri f f or
the persons 1in question were at | ecaBitgohft3 years ¢
t h2eh a mi ng dve mimsniooulnectewvde en January 2012 3and March
announced 4ddamndUhX eadnd n 2lilbestd aecedfbournotfandes, t ]
were named for current or former Members of Cong

The Navy stated in February 2012 that

The Navy named several ships for living people (ex. George Washington, Ben Franklin,
etc.) in the early years of our Republic.eTNaval History and Heritage Command
(NHHC) believes that the last ship to be hamed by the Navy in honor of a living person
prior to [the aircraft carrierlCARL VINSON (CVN-70) was the brig JEFFERSON
(launched in April 1814). Between 1814 and Novemberl®83, when President Nixon
announced the naming of CARL VINSORY,NHHC does not believe that any ships had
been named for a living person by the Navy as NHHC does not have records that would
indicate such

©10 U.S. C. SNotambre than one vessel oftNavy may have the samenaime. I nt er pr et ing the ph
“vessel of the Navy” to mean a ship that has been delivere
would permit the Navy to name Virginidass boats under construction for states whasees are assigned to Chio

class boats that are to be decommissioned before the Vigigsis boats in question are to be delivered or

commi ssioned into service. Interpreting “vessel of the Nav
for the Navy could require the Navy to defer the official act of naming one or more Viofgiss boats that are under

construction until Ohieclass boats with the same state names have been decommissioned.

100 Although President Nixon announced on Novenitri973, that CVANO would be named for Carl Vinson, as
shown inTable 1, the name apparently was officially given to the ship on January 18, 1974.

101 Navy information paper dated February 28, 2012, provided to CRS by Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, March 1,
2012.
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Table 1. Ships Since 1973 Named for Persons Who Were Living at the Time

Per son Fiscal Year ship

age when year ship  entered or

Hull Date name name was was is to enter

Ship type number Ship name announced announced procured service

Aircraft carrier CVN-70 Carl Vinson 1/18/1974 90 FY1974 1982
Attack submarine SSN709 Hyman G. Rickover 5/9/1983 83 FY1974 1984
Destroyer DDG-51 Arleigh Burke 11/5/1982 81 FY1985 1991
Aircraft carrier CVN-74 John C. Stennis 6/23/1988 86 FY1988 1995
Sealift ship TAKR-300 Bob Hope 1/27/1994 90 FY1993 1998
Aircraft carrier CVN-76 Ronald Reagan 2/2/1995 83 FY1995 2003
Attack submarine SSN23 Jimmy Carter 4/8/1998 73 FY1996 2005
Destroyer DDG-94 Nitze 1/10/2001 93 FY1999 2005
Aircraft carrier CVN-77 George H.W. Bush 12/9/2002 78 FY2001 200
Destroyer DDG-108  WayneE. Meyer 11/29/2006 80 FY2004 2009
Attack submarine SSN785 John Warner 1/8/2009 81 FY2010 2015
Expeditionary transport dock ESD2 John Glenn 1/4/2012 90 FY2011 2014
Littoral Combat Ship LCS10 Gabirielle Giffords 2/10/2012 41 FY2012 2017
Destroyer DDG-116  Thomas Hudner 5/7/2012 87 FY2012 2017
Destroyer DDG-117  Paul Ignatius 5/23/2013 92 FY2013 2018
Oiler TAO-205  John Lewis 1/6/2016 75 FY2016 2021
Expeditionary Sea Base ESB4 +HUVKHO ":RRC 1/14/16 92 FY2014 2018
Destroyer DDG-120  CarlLevin 3/31/16 81 FY2013 2021
Destroyer DDG-124  Harvey C. Barnum Jr. 7/28/16 75 FY2016 2021
Destroyer DDG-56 John S. McCain 7/11/2018 81 FY1989 1994
Destroyer DDG-133  Sam Nunn 5/6/2019 80 FY2020 2026
Destroyer DDG-137  John F. Lehman 10/13/2020 78 FY2021 2027
Expeditionary Sea Base ESB6 John L. Canley 11/10/2020 82 FY2018 2022
Expeditionary Sea Base ESB7 Robert E. Simanek 1/15/2021 90 FY2019 2023
Destroyer DDG-138  J. William Middendorf 6/10/2022 97 FY2022 2028

Source: Compiled by CRS. Source for dates when names were announced forT@MNrough DDG108:
Navy Office of Legislative Affairs email to CRS, May 1, 2012. Sources for dates when names of ships after DDG

108 were announced: Navy announcements and news accounts on the naming of those ships.

a. Thisis the date that President Reagan announced that the sbigdibe named for Stennis. The Navy
officially named the ship for Stennis on December 19, 1988.

SSN23 was originally procured in FY1992. Its procurement was suspended, and then reinstated in FY1996.

c. OnJuly 11, 2018, the Navy announced that it was expanitie name of the destroyelohn. S. McCain
(DDG-56), originally named for Admiral John S. McCain (1B845) and Admiral John S. McCain Jr. (3911
1981), to also include Senator John S. McCain Il

d. 7KH 1DY\ /2@ fervher Secretary of the Navy Richard Spencer announced his intention to name
a ship after Middendorf, but had not dedicated the name to an assigned hull number. [Betagtary of
the Navy Carlos]Del Toro assigns the name to DD®38 which was propriated in the fiscal ye&022

Middendorf p QHZYV UHOHDVH GDWHG -XQH

EXGJHW
The July 2012
above passage
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the practice of naming ships in honor of deserving Americans or naval leaders while they
are still alive can be traced all the way back to the Revolutionary War. At the time, with

little established history dradition, the young Continental Navy looked to honor those
fighting
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America
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had no less than five ships named for him before his death; John Adams and James
Madison, three apiece; Johmhtock, two; and Benjamin Franklin, one.

The practice of naming ships after living persons was relatively commonplace up through
1814, when a US Navy brig was named in honor of Thomas Jefferson. However, after the
War of 1812, with the US Navy older andre established, and with the list of famous
Americans and notable naval heroes growing ever longer, the practice of naming ships after
living persons fell into disuse. Indeed, the only exception over the next 150 years came in
1900, when the Navy purchasbits first submarine from its still living inventor, John Philip
Holland, and Secretary of the Navy John D. Long named her USS Holland (SS 1) in his
honor....

[In the early 1970s], however, Department of the Navy leaders were considering the name

for CVN 70. Secretary of the Navy John Warner knew tH& @8ngress had introduced

no less than three bills or amendments (none enacted) urging that CVN 70 be named for in

honor of Carl Vinson, who served i1in the House for
oftheTwoOcean Navy.” Although Secretary Warner felt
than worthy of a ship name, the former Congressman was still alive. Naming a ship for this

giant of naval affairs would therefore violate a 4&ar old tradition. After conseting

the pros and cons of doing so, Secretary Warner a
to name CVN 70 for the 99ear old statesman. President Nixon readily agreed. Indeed, he

personally announced the decision on January 18, 1974....

In hindsight,rather than this decision being a rare exception, it signaled a return to the
Continental Navy tradition of occasionally honoring famous living persons with a ship
name. Since then, and before the appointment of current Secretary [neSettretary] of

the Navy Ray Mabus, Secretaries of the Navy have occasionally chosen to follow this new,
“old tradition,” mnaming ships in honor of still
Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Gerald R. Ford; Secretary of the NavytRgul Ni
Navy Admirals Hyman G. Rickover, Arleigh Burke, and Wayne E. Meyer; Senators John
C. Stennis and John Warner; and famous entertainer Bob Hope. Moreover, it is important
to note that three of these w&hown Americans-Gerald R. Ford, John C. Stenrésd

Bob Hope—were so honored after Congress enacted provisions in Public Laws urging the
Navy to do so. By its own actions, then, Congress has acknowledged the practice of
occasionally naming ships for living persons, if not outright approved of it.

In other words, while naming ships after living persons remains a relatively rare

occurrence-about three per decade since 1940is now an accepted but sparingly used

practice for Pragmatic Secretari@d the Navy]of both parties. For them, occasionally

honoiing an especially deserving member of Congress, US naval leader, or famous

American with a ship hame so that they might end their days on earth knowing that their

life’s work is both recognMaireCorpsdeamandn or ed by Ame
that ther spirit will accompany and inspire the Team in battle, is sometimes exactly the

right thing to dat®?

Shi ps Named for the Confederacy or Confedera

21 EUDPOOWA KNwOT w%s8!| YI Yuw- #

Section 1749 of the FY2020 (NDAAJ n all7 LJ0O Rlelnés ¢ Aut h
of December 20, 2019) prohibits the ofcdhemretasmsye tof
or renaming an existingthbkigpswame otthaetr mneferts ,t d
includes a term referring to, the Confederate St

102 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittéd Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, {3p. 7

Congressional Research Service 21



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

person who served orCohnefledd elreaacdye r solri pp wWiotnhfiend etr net
The provisiofNoalhsiomm gs tiant eeshitshastection may be cons
concerned to initiate a”review of previously nar

21 EUDPOOwt A YWwOO wB I § U @i GO EEWDWHEDD Qu™ O

Section 370 of the FY2021 NaRi PaaD-3BBfbense Aut ho
Januarydilrgre@019) he Se Cersettaabrlyi sohf aDecfoermnsies stioon 1 el
assigning, modlfylng, or removing of names, s ymt
assets of the epartment of Deftems o ft Aante rd e mme mc
person who served Voluntarlly’Th/BthrbhesConfaHsoa
t h‘mg¢t later than three years after the date of t
shall implementbytltdleplc’émnni‘aﬂsiewrisaiwioetntaeldl names, symbo
displays, monuments, and paraphernalia that honc
Amer(icammonly refomifed)etroarc aasn yt hpeer s on who ser ved
the ConftderafeAféemica from all d@d¥hetprofishenDe
states (emphasiasséttedyudebabvanyhdbaserminstallati
facilitsyh, pmpilracnrea,f tweapon, equipmenmntontonldeyd dbtyhe
the Departm&nt of Defense.

The commission cr e @&tfedirnefdo r¥ntlacdt lilYoanmis3n7gd) Ciosmmi s s i on
formatt Hey @ommi ssion on the Naming of Items of th
Commemorate the (Aomefreidcear aotre AStya tPeesr soofn Who Ser ve

t hCconfederate States of America.

-EYaw2T DxUw( OEOUE]T E wbu-DEQDUOT w#d @b WD OO w! 1 1
11 YPI PIE

On March 31, 2022, the Naming Commiessiowrdupdat ec
Tabdsehows the four Navy ships included in the 1i

Table 2.Navy Shipsincl uded i n Naming DElowemdryssi onds DO

Ship CommentShown in Naming IGsdmmi ssionds

USSChancellorsvi(leG-62) "7KH VKLS LV QDPHG DIWHU D &LYLO :DU EDWYV
victory for Robert E. Lee and the Confederacy (which also cost the list of
Stonewall Jackson, CS&KLS ZLOO EH GHFRPPLVVLRQHG

USNSMaury(TAGS66) " & R Q| L bdedafter Matthew Maury, former U.S. Navy officer who found
the science of oceanography and meteorology before the Civil War. The ship
of 7 PathfinderFODVV VXUYH\ VKLSV QDPHG DIWHU

USSShild (CG-67) ‘Official crest of Shilo, named after the bloodiest battle on the continent at the
WLPH DQG *UDQW:V ILUVW PDMRUIedIUBWARAI\ | H
Confederate battle flagship will be decommissioned in 2024.

USSvdla Gulf{CG-72) The crest of the ship, nameafter a battle in the Solomon Islands i August 19¢
FRQWDLQV WKH PRWWR fORYH 6ZLIWO\ 6WULN
is from a Stonewall Jackson maxim. Ship will be decommissioned in2022.

Source: "'R' ,QYHQWRU\ p 7KH 1D Rast@updaerl RIBreh/3 |2RZAccessed March 31, 2022, at
https://www.thenamingcommission.gov/inventdriie welsite states at the top of the list thathe following

assets were identified faeview to determine: (1) whether their names commemorate the Confederacy, and (2)
if a recommendation is warranted for renaming or remowdis list is subject to change as we continue our

work with the Department of Defense to identify all such asset®ss the service branches and the
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department. Inclusion on this list means only that the asset is subject to review by the Commission; renaming
and removal recommendations will be included in our final report to Congress no later than Oct. 1,12022.

A Mhr 31, 2022, bl og post stated that

one ship that 1is not on the [Naming Commission’s ]

>

Naming Commission’s crosshairs, is the USS Antiet

Retired Adm. Michelle Howard, who chairs the Naming Commission established by
Congress in 2021, said last year that its members were still considering whether to include
the USS Antietam. That debate now seems to have concluded with a finding that a new
name isn't necessary.

The ship was named after the Battle of Antietam in 186&ng the Civil War. Confederate
forces tried to push into Union territory but were repelladost see the fight as a Union
victory, although casualties were high on both sides.

“Tt depends on whether or not yosadatthe Antietam as
time. “So that needs more expl%ration behind what

_EO6DOT w" ©OODUHIDEEDET Wb DO @ WwE O U a w qBw BRE w
422w" 1 ECEI OQOUAYDOOIT wp" &
A Septembgeg 2021, press report states

A commission tasked with idefing military assets with names tied to the Confederacy
has not yet visited two ships that could be renamed.

The Commission on the Naming of Items of the Department of Defense that Commemorate

the Confederate States of America or Any Person Who Serveahtdaly with the

Confederate States of America, which goes by the
spent the past summer visiting military bases, mostly Army installations, which are named

after members of the Confederacy.

Once it finishes visiting basgthe Naming Commission will look at its list of assets and
decide if it needs to visit ships, retired Adm. Michelle Howard, former vice chief of naval
operations and chair of the commission, said Thursday afternoon.

The two ships the commission could iviare USNSMaury (T-AGS-66) and USS
Chancellorsville(CG-62).

While visiting the bases, the commission members have met with military and community
leaders, Howard said. What that would look like for a vessel would be different because
there is less of aommunity around a ship.

The stakeholders would likely be sailors, former sailors and veterans that served on the
ship, she said, as well as Navy leadership....

The commission updated the House and Senate armed services committees Thursday
[September 301

18AUS N S WSSfAfftietanBpared fromEffort to Ditch Confederat®lames Association of the United States
Navy (AUSN), March 31, 2022.

104 Heather Mongilip Naming Commission Still Undecided WoTlo Handle Ships with Confederate Tie§SNI
News September 30, 2021.
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OPDOT w" 600PUUD EOWDI I0EFEVDD OB D @YW, w- EOT Uw
P 2w, EUVUMUW@ECWRAERE w422 w" T EHBIAOOOUUYDOOI wp" &
On September 6, 202 1he geaire aNaemed qutgm aimpdmntiisosniso nf r o m
inter es tfeodr cnietwi inBanmdersmyf oprd sidese amag fwoghi s hsp USNS

MaufAGSH 6) camd s Ehabi8 Bl ( 06 23'FA | Seep t7e2ndbelr, pr e s s
report stated:

Q
S

The Defense Department’s Naming Commission, taske
the military that was named in honor of the Confederacy, unveiled its crowdsourcing
website on Monday [September 6].

The commission is taking suggestions from the public on what to call 10 Army posts and
two Navy ships named either for Confederate troops or to homife@erate roots.

“As we work with the 1ocal communities, we wel con
retired Navy Adm. Michelle Howard, the chair of the Naming Commission, said in a

release. “This feedback will hflectogumiltrydet er mi ne na
today and recognize the courage, values and sacri

Up for renaming are Forts A.P. Hill, Lee, Pickett and Belvoir, Virginia; Fort Bragg, North
Carolina; Forts Gordon and Benning, Georgia; Fort Hooda3ekort Rucker, Alabama,;

and Fort Polk, Louisiana; as well as the cruiser Chancellorsville and the oceanographic
survey ship Maury....

Missing from the list is the cruiser Antietam [€83], which earlier this year had been
under consideration.

113

ends dep whet her or not you see Antietam as ¢
reporters in May, of the battle that ended in a sort of truce, with Confederate troops
withdrawing, though the Union took more casualtfés.

USNMau,r yUBhSancel,l oarnsdkndd®tamdi scussedcfuonhnher in
foll ownenxgt tsheect i on.

%l EVUUEUVUawl YI I w/ Ul UUwli xOUROEQY W2 EDHOLWOOO0DE
i UOOw, EOPOT w1l EOOOI OEEUDPOOU
A Februédegr 2022, press report states

It>s been one ye a1y Lleyd Austin namedfhés rpanelistsSte the e t a r
Congressionalyma nd at ed commi ssion on base Tenaming. It”°
since the commission asked the public for new base name Aftageceiving thousands

of base name suggestions last fall, a sewlose to the decision telthis reporter]this

week that the commission is likely still months from making its recommendafions.

105The website for submitting recommendationbttgs://www.thenamingcommission.goWhe website states

The Naming Commissiohas the important role of recommending names that exemplify our U.S.
military and national values. We are determined to gain feedback and insight from every concerned
citizen to ensure the best names are recommended. To accomplish this monumentakbtask, we
engaging with local, city, state and federal leaders and communities. We also encourage all
interested citizens to submit naming recommendations here.

106 Meghann Myers H & r ¥ cursChance tdHelp Rename ArmyPosts and NavhipsHonoring theConfederacy
Military Times September 7, 2021.

WKevin Bhnons Taking So Long? Re¢ Defense Orfffebrsary 16C2022f e der at e Bas
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42 - Mauunpd #R2ACKR2 Chiancel lup'ri& v X DABEDw tui aut a m
" & Ku
A May 21, 2083fdatpsess report

The numbeof U.S. military assets that may need to be renamed as part of an effort to scrub
Confederate names could reach into the hundreds, the retired admiral leading the renaming
effort said Friday.

“T think once we get do wnames, thispoterktialyncgudat bui l di ngs
run into the hundreds,” retired Adm. Mi chelle How

Howard, a former vice chief of naval operations and the first African American woman to
command a U.S. Navy ship, is the chairwoman ef@lammission on the Naming of Items

of the Department of Defense that Commemorates the Confederate States of America or
Any Person Who Served Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America, also known
as the Naming Commissian.

In her update onthecam s si on’s efforts Friday, Howard said i
nine bases owned by the Department of Defense named after Confederate.leaders

The Navy, meanwhile, has identified at least one ship so far to look at for renaming,
Howard said: the USNS &dry, an oceanographic survey ship named after a commander
who resigned from the U.S. Navy to sail for the Confederacy.

The number of Navy ships identified for the renaming effort is expected to grow, with
Howard suggesting the USS Antietam guided migsiléser as a possibility. The Battle of
Antietam is considered a strategic victory for the Union in the Civil War, but a tactical
stalemate.

“l1t depends on whether or not you see Antietam as
needs more exploration®®d nd what the ship was—fonanyed. And we’ 1
of these whe+the intehtion at thestime of the naming, what the purpose

and thought process was, the®historical context b

A July 13, 2020a¢tU.rSe.s sNarveyp oorftf isctiaatless htahve i nf or m

several ships, including the USS Chancellorsvill
and the USNS Maury, an oceanographic survey ship
servedcdrasntsempdent of the U.S. Naval Observatory
Na vV%°.

A Jeun2 4, 2020, press TrTeport states

The names of U.S. warships could face new scrutiny in coming months as the Pentagon
moves forward with a militarwide effort to targetacial bias and prejudice in the ranks.

A Defense Departmesnwide review to improve inclusion and diversity will likely not only
look at military installation hames, but those of Navy vessels too.

“While I cannot speak f o wilprdvidesecomméndations gr oups of 1
to the [defense secretary], | would personally expect that at least one of these groups will

make specific recommendations regarding the nami:i
Garver, a Pentagon spokesman, told Navy Times.

108 Rebecca Khegl CdmmissionChair: ‘Hundreds of Military AssetsCould Have ConfederatdlamesRemoved’
The Hill, May 21, 2021. See al$deghann Myers Foft Belvoir,Cruiser Antietamnder Consideration foRenaming
by DoD Commissiory Military Times May 21, 2021.

19Mi ¢ ha el RConfeéderatalSymbolisntin the Military Stretches Far Beyond Flags, Basies Wall Street
Journal, July 13, 2020.
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Lisa Lawrence, a Defense Department spokeswoman, said Wedri@aday24]that
Defense Secretary Mark Esper is moving forward quickly, but deliberately, in setting up
the groups that will examine military issues related to diversity.

Like Army installatiors named for Confederate leaders, the names of at least two Navy
ships have been called into question in recent weeks as the country grapples with ongoing
protests for an end to racism and police brutality.

Retired Lt. Cmdr. Reuben Keith Green recently [aid his case for renaming the aircraft

carrier John C. Stennis in this mon¥°h’>s U. S.

The nationwide debate has also resurrected questions over why the Navy has a guided
missile cruiser named for the Battle of Challarsville, which the Confederacy waon

The name of the oceanographic survey ship Maury also has ties to the Confederacy, U.S.
Naval Institute News recently notét.

A Jeunl 2, 2020, press report states

The focus nationally has been on U.S. Army bases ddon€Confederate military leaders,
but there are also two active Navy ships connected to the Confeddthey guided
missile cruiser US&hancellorsville(CG-62) and [the] oceanographic survey ship USNS
Maury (T-AGS-66).

Maury, delivered in 2016, was nanh for Matthew Fontaine Maury. While in the U.S.
Navy, Maury oversaw the Naval Observatory and was instrumental in laying the
foundation of modern oceanography. Murray resigned from the U.S. Navy and served in
the Confederate Navy. He spent the majoritshefCivil War in Europe attempting to drum

up support for the Confederaty.

Chancellorsville commissioned in 1989, is named for the Confederate victory in 1863 by
the Army of Northern Virginia led by Robert

The Ticanderogaclass of cruiserare named for American battlesncluding several Civil

War conflicts. Unlike USSVicksburg (CG-69) or USS Mobile Bay (CG-53),
Chancellorsvilleés named for a clear Confederate victory that paved the way for the Army

of NorthernVi gi ni a’s invasion of Pennsylvania and

The hull of the cruiser contains minié balls and shell fragments from the battle, USA Today
reported in 1988. As of at l east 2016, t he
Jacksort!®

110The name of USSohn C. Stennig/as discussed earlier in the section on names of aircraft carriers.

11Gi na Ha\aw ShipNames Could Fall Under Pentagdsew Diversity Review Military.com, June 24,
2020.

1121 addition to TAGS66, hree previous Navy ships were also named for Maamyonline biography of Matthew
Fontaine Maury Rathfindeeof the'SEdadvatthewaFontaithe Maury made important contributions to
charting wind and ocean wents. His studies proved that by following the winds and currents ships could cross the
ocean in fewer days than ever beforéWith the outbreak of the Civil War, Maury, a Virginian, resigned his
commission as a U.S. Navy commander and joined the Coafadéde spent the war in the South, as well as abroad

in England, acquiring ships for the Confederacy.( Nat i onal Museum of the U.S. Na

[18061873), ” published April 19, ht2ps/Mwhw.history.navysmibenenthistorg/e 11,
museumsimusnéducationdistancelearningto-the-ends-of-the-earthhavigationbiography—matthewfontaine

maury.html ) S e e al s oSciéntishof he SeasOrheglegacy 6f Matthew Fontaine Mairy Li br ar y
Congress, July 25, 2018, accessed June 11, 20@pst/blogs.loc.govaps201807/scientistof-the-seasthe-
legacyof-matthewfontainemaury/

113 a m L a GSenate Bil] to Purge Confederate Names from U.S. Mili@oyld Affect Two Navy Ships USNI
News June 12, 2020.
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ThNavy staChanckediorbeill e

[tthe first U.S. Navy ship named for a Civil War battle fought just south of the
Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers in Virginiagd(May 1863). Gen. Robert E. Lee, CSA,

who led the Confederate Army of Northern Virginield Gen. Joseph Hooker, USA, who
commanded the Union Army and Department of the Potomac, in position while Lt. Gen.
Thomas J. Jackson, CSA, enveloped the Union right flank, surprising and rolling up the
Federal’”s right. Le e ’ srgent ineed o relieve pressutiéd onn e d
Vicksburg, Miss., prompted the South’”s th
the pivotal Battle of Gettysburg?

wi t h t h
rus-t int

RegardChagncal,l Joaes vi, 2020, press report stated

Al s o

[A spokesman for Chief of Nal Operations Adm. Mike Gilddy Cmdr. Nathan

Christensen, declined to comment as to whether the sea service planned to change the name

of the warship Chancellorsville, commissioned in 1989 and named after a Confederate
victory during the Civil War ..

Anima ge on the command’s official website
of the Confederate fla}?

As America churns through a bloody debate ovepthee Confederate monuments occupy

in the modern day United States, a Navy cruiser named in honor of a Confederate Civil
War victory is unlikely to see its named changed, a service official said Wednesday
[August 16 2017.

The guideemissile cruiser Chamtlorsville [CG-62] was commissioned in 1989 and
derives its name from an 1863 battle considered to be the greatest victory of Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee....

But a Navy official speaking on the condition of anonymity Wednesday said that even
though theChancellorsville is named after a Confederate victory, the name comes from a
battle, not an individual, and soldiers on both sides died.

The weeklong battle resulted in major casualties for both sid&3,000 Confederates and
17,000 Union troops, accordjrio the National Parks [sic: Park] Service.

The Navy official did say, however, t hat
altered.

The predominance of gray in the s
spectacular military strategiesn d his dominance in t
website.

hip’s
his ba

4« Chancell 62)s1989, 1Dictonaty ©f@&merican Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2047,
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesdlanfst/chancellorsville—cg-62—1983.html.

115 Geoff Ziezulewicz CNO SaysNo More ConfederatBattle Flags inPublic Spaces andiVork Areas Ravy Times

June

9, 2020. For additional press reportUS NavptoBar t

shows an

reg@haln amegl It darens vA ul gluesets sl 6r,e Rdrlt7 ,s tpart es t he f o

there r1e
cre
t 1

r S
t e

o

he CNO’ s

Confederatd-lags fromShips,Aircraft, Bases Reuters J une 9, 2020 ; Robe NavyBBnsr ns ( As s oc i
Display of ConfederatBattle Flag asMilitary LeadersConsiderRenamingBases Rorfolk Virginian-Pilot, June 9,
2020; Ry a S NavydowmxaMarinesirMoving toBan ConfederatBattleFlag, CTNN, June 9, 2020; Paul D.
S h i n k Mawvytg Baff Confederate Flag FollowiMarine Corps Order U.S. News & World Repgrdune 9, 2020;
Cai t |l i nNaMdVBved tdBan ConfederatBlag Fox NewsJune 9, 202(Zachary HalaschakUS Navy
Moves toBanDisplay of ConfederatBattleFlag, Washington Examinedune 9, 202Mavid Martin, Jordan
Freiman and Li Cohen U.S. Navy toBanAll Public Displays of the Confederaidag, CTBS NewsJune 10, 2020.
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An inverted wreath also me mbestiknownigeneral, t he Confede
Stonewall Jackson, who was mortally wounded in the battle.

While the rupture of the country during the CiWar is reflected in the crest, it also

features Jackson’s order to “press on. 7”7
“Maybe t ha-lookingsat@eworret cho irreg, ” t hes oaf ffii'fiiea 11 isnaei.d”. “ Th.
| EU0wEF2@w@i DxUw- EOCI Ewi OUw" 001 1T ET UEUT w. i 1 DET U

A June bbdopg2@éeciit hsattatpast WHaSe Naeepnw sanhmpd dhbhat Co
of fiimerlsude

the [ballistic missile submarine/attack submarine] USS Robert E. Lee (BSBNsSN

601]) [commissioned 1960; decommissioned 1983], the [ballistic missile submarine] USS

Stonewall Jackson (SSBHE34) [commissioned 1964; decommissioned 1995], the

[submarine tender] USS Hunley (AX) [commissioned 1962; decommissioned 1994],

and the [submarine tender] USS Dixon (8%) [commissioned 1971; decommissioned

1995]. H. L. Hunley butlthe Confederate submarine that sank with him on board before it

engaged in combat. A subsequent Confederate submarine was built and named for him.
Commanded by George Dixon, the CSS Hunley carrie
attack when it struck thisloop-of-war] USS Housatonic in February1864.

Currently in the fleet is the [Ticonderoga (€3) class Aegis cruiser] USS
Chancellorsvile (C& 2) [ commissioned 1989], mnamed for Lee’s
U.S. Army. Chancellorsville also was the tbdt e in which Gen. Thomas “ St
Jackson was mortally wounded by friendly fire.

The purpose of erecting monuments and naming U.S. ships after Confedenag¢esies
of the United Statesseems to be to recognize their perceived status as noble warriors
rather than to remember the cause for which they waged war: the dissolution of the United

States to preserve the “peculiar institution” of
shared by millions of Americans who see the monuments to Confederatesifgiglo
even justifying the “lost cause” and the enslavem

Other ships have been named for enemies [of the United States], probably because they
were considered “noble warriors” too. [ The ballii:
(SSBN628) [commissioned 1964; decommissioned 1$93ind [the harbor tug] USS

WGeoff Ziezulewicz, “Navy Official: Ship MNNawdimdsonoring Con
August 16, 2017.

117 There were also earlier Navy ships named Tecumseh, includirg$Ta harbor tug placed into service in 1943,
renamed Olathe in 1962, and removed from service in 1975; a tug originally Eamwedd Luckenbacthat was
completed in 1896, acquired by thawy, renamed Tecumseh, and placed into service in 1898, and then served for
various periods, going repeatedly into and out of commission, from 1899 into the 1940s; and a Union Navy monitor
that was commissioned in 1864 and sunk in battle later that yamsagonfederate forces.

Primary sourceDictionary of American Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2017, at
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriegship-historiestlanfs.html
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Osceola (YTB129) [commissioned 1938; sold for scrapping 1$%#3jere named after
American Indian leaders who fought wars against the United States.

In addition to thetlpdhmrpsNUBsSpt ioaneMl lalt awey,

Sealif

(USNSh)i ps named for,aGonfdeddar atiec,dunfofyiudeares obser ver

o the delkStSr oByuedriDaGdn (comin9 62 j odedommi ssioned
1991) ;

e t he delsStSreomyneelDIG8) (comand sks962; decommissioned
1991);

e the delkSthad t(@daDIG9 ) (commi ssioned 1963; decommi
1991) ;

o the dekStHadydedDG4) (commissioned 1964; decommi
1992);

e the fUSIBgotddf &G (commissioned 1966; decommiss i

e the fUSIRd acthear d( EFSQPadge® mmi s sioned 1967; decomn
1988) ;

e the oceanograpBNS K yIAGHIRe ( esntiepr ed service 19
placed out of service 1994):; and

e t haecb omeen v nseudr ve y USNSs MaTpAr@S ) (eniteaed ser v
2016; curre®tly in service).

%l EUUEUVawl YI vw- EYawll xOUUwOOw( OEQUUDPOOWE OE w#
A February 2021 Navy report on ?immdleu sniuane raoomd di v
recommendat iocomes ,( niunbleurd isSn.g7 ) dmad ihgr omhNa€onfdhd

or Con Pfefdietolkaattse st at es
This Initiative Is an Opportunity to Honor and Name Navy Assetsor Naval Heroes.

Topic: Modernize process to name ships, buildings, streets in homatiarfial & historical
Naval Figures (5.7)

Problem Statement

Certain Navy ship names have been highlighted by Congress and in the media for
connections to confederate or white supremacist ideologies. Without a comprehensive
database or review of current Nawames, it is unclear whether the body of Navy names

is consistent with Navy Core Values and representative and inclusive of the truly diverse

population of the Navy, today and throughout the

118 There were also earlier Navy ships named Osceola, includirg7A@n armed tug commissioned in 1898,

recommissioned in 1911, and struck from the Navy in 1922; a monitor originally named Neosho that served in the
Union Navyfrom 1863 to 1865, was renamed Vixen in 1869, was again renamed Osceola later in 1869, and sold in

1873; and a gunboat in the Union Navy that was commissioned in 1864 and decommissioned in 1865.

Primary sourceDictionary of American Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2047,
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesdlanfs.html

WEar 1 ] . Caifedergté Mosiuments At S&d2.S. Naval InstituteBlog, June 15 2017. See also Geoff
Zi e z u 1l Meetithe NavyshipsNamed inHonor of the ConfederacyRavy TimesAugust 15, 2017.

120 Source: Emails to CRS from Steven Wills, Center for Naval Analysis, June 11 and June 22, 2020.

121.S. Nay, Task Force One Navy, Our Navy Teaiavigating A Course To True North, Final Repamdated,
released February 3, 2021, 141 pp.
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Following a review of internal Navy practéis and Congressional Research Service (CRS)
documentation, there appears to be no consolidated database, process or effort within the
Navy to review the names of Navy assets in order to ensure that the names reflect the Navy
Core Values. This initiativesian opportunity to honor and name Navy assets for Naval
heroes from all classes, races, genders and backgrounds.

Recommendations

Initiate Systematic Review to ldentify and Rename Navy Assets in Need of Modernization
Consistent with Navy Core Values.

1. Review should identify assets honoring those associated with the Confederacy and
identify assets named after racist, derogatory or culturally insensitive persons, events
or language.

2. Renaming recommendations and decisions should be consistent with oarreng
authorities, policies and practices, with a focus on honoring persons of historically
underrepresented demographics, including racial minorities, women and enlisted
members.

3. The method and timeline of review is flexible, however, a stakehl@detommittee
could oversee the consolidation of Navy asset names and lead the review and
recommendation process.

+  Tgeneral membership, strategy and mission statement of the committee may be
subject to amendment pesthactment of the NDAA for Fiscal Yed021.

» The committee would compile the lists of names for review, delegate as needed (e.g.,
requesting installation commanders to provide lists of installations buildings and
streets named after persons pursuant to OPNAVINST 5030#2¢tordinate with

ethics and history experts to identify assets for renaming; serve as a central repository
for questions and renaming requests; and propose new names. This course of action
(COA) offers thoroughness and consistency. Additionally, the committee could
consistof persons who may already possess the expertise necessary to perform these
tasks, for example, personnel from OPNAV N17, NHHC, CNIC, NAVFAC and
commands possessing authority and ownership over weapons systems, afloat and
aviation assets such as NAVSEAdaNAVAIR. 23

» Memorialize the process and membership of the committee by either updating the
OPNAVINST 5030.12H, other relevant naming authorities or by simply crafting an
order from the CNO [Chief of Naval Operations] outlining the expectations for the
committee and the period of review.

i. Success will be measured when 1) the Committee is stoodipfinths); 2)

the Committee produces a consolidated database or list of Navy asset ndmes (3

Months); 3) when the Committee provides an overview of the muhealth of

t he Navy’s body of asset names, including
problematic and a recommendation on how to upgrade thednngénths); 4)

when current policies/ instructions are updated to reflect the makeup of the

Committee and the erptations for future responsibilities and authoritied 26

months); and 5) When the CNO and Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) make asset

naming decisions based on the current body of Navy asset names and

122 An OPNAVINST is an instruction issued by the Chief of Naval Operations.

1230PNAV N17 is the 2% Century Sailor Office (N17yvithin the office of the Chief of the Chief of Naval Operations
(OPNAV). NHHC is theNaval History and Heritag€ommand. CNIC is th€Eommander, Navy Installations
Command NAVFAC is theNaval Facilities Engineering Systems CommalAVSEA is the Naval Se8ystems
Command. NAVAIR is the Naval Air Systems Command.
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consideration of a broad range of possible names reflct diversity and
inclusion (612 months).

>

ii. Following the Committee’s work to create
efforts must be taken to keep the list up to date. That sustainment review can be

ongoing or periodic (yearly or-B0 years). As he list/database is a living

document, updates must be made as new names come online. Updates could be

submitted through the OPNAV staff for updating or a stakeholder from the

committee could be assigned this responsibility as a running requirement.

Suppoting Information

While OPNAVINST 5030.12H requires installation commanders to develop and maintain
lists of streets, facilities and structures named after persons, there is no additional process
set out in the instruction for consolidated or periodic rewié such listsi?4

) UOT wNOwl Yl YOw" - . w2UEUI Ol O0w1i 1T EUEDOT w1l OOYE
On June 9, 2020, the Chief of Naval Operations (

Today, | directed my staff to begin crafting an order that would prohibiCtirdederate

battle flag from all public spaces and work areas aboard Navy installations, ships, aircraft

and submarinesThe order is meant to ensure unit cohesion, preserve good order and
discipline, and uphold the Neommithent® ore values of

Shi ps Named Several Years Before They Were P

In recent years, the Navy on a few occasions has
ships were procured Al t hough announcing a name
pohibited, doing so could deprive a future Secre
Administration) of the opportunity to select a 1
an opportunity to express ritas ssheinps,e arnedg acrrdeiantge pac
assigning a name to a ship that eventually 1s nc
be viewed as potentially embarrassing too the Nay

Congress states the followin

At the appropriate time-normally sometime after the ship has been either authorized or
appropriated by Congress and before its keel laying or christetiregSecretary records
his decision with a formal naming announceméht.

At t he e n dp aosfs atghee, atbhoevrece i1is a feponodotehahumbetes
foll owing

Although there is no hard and fast rule, Secretaries most often name a ship after Congress
has appropriated funds for its construction or approved its future constructgamme
way—such as authorization of either block buys or mydiar procurements of a specific
number of ships. There are special cases, however, when Secretaries use their discretion to

124.S. Navy,Task Force One Navy, Our Navy Teaiavigating A Course To True North, Final Repamdated,
released February 3, 2021, pp:5% . S e e al s dNawy TaskaForée«Lallk foriChging Ship Names that
Honor Confederacy Military.com, February 3, 2021.

125 SNavyCNO, tweet of June 9, 2020, accessed June 10, 202(sat/twitter.comJSNavyCNOstatus/
127049.752459010049 S e e al s o PRressuidncreddes orgGoashGuarddan ConfederatElag New
London Day July 2 (updated July 3), 2020.

126 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels afyhe N
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 3.
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name ships before formal Congressional approval, such as wheta8edohn Lehman
announced the namesake for a new class of Aegis guided missile destroyers would be
Admiral Arleigh Burke, several years before the ship was either authorized or
appropriated?’

Recent e Na wmphliepss maflme s ¢ we r emoarnen otmlnecaerds wb e f or ¢

were procured iclude the following

e The dessXPZPOWGO000n .Jul yPdes20d00t Bill Clinton

Ar 1 e

In connectiodf owitmdostsehge qiumnesd iiatt eclayn abbeo vh ot e d t
ship of5thel DG of destroyers was mnamed for
about two years before the'™ship was authorized

t he:

announcedl@h@t ®OWD&G 1l ead ship in a new class
namZdmwiad thonor of Admndirr.atlh eE1Cihoi eZfu nowfa I1Na v a 1

Operatiba30 freml 974, who haAdt dtiheed toinmel] aonfuar y

tdh namnnguncement, Congres’s waeposadidering

FY2001 budget, -luOn0d0e rwawsh iscchh eDMm@ ed for autho
FY2005dgeat btuhat Congress would consider

four years®in the future.

e The aircr @aWHUSCNDNNMHESY noted earlier, on Dece mt
2012, the Navy ®S0Opnpovhecd htt hat GE&YNI d R.

class aircraft @Eadrei QrAit Swohuel d ibnee noafmetdh e

announcem@htwa CVNcthredad readmefnyYt2 0 1 8, the budget

f or hwhCiocnwga se stso icno n2sOiwdicirc hmowarne t hen four

years i n®(t@®WNOf ustausr ei n fact procured in FY20138

e The ballistic &SQRGECHELEBHNRGAD mMapit ran earlier
July 28, 2016, het fwaplinmn®Oprmomnmed btalhdt stt i ¢
submaS S B¥N2)6( wi l 1l oel uniabmeddonor of t he

127 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover lettetesd July 13, 2012, p. 3.

128 Congress authorized the ship in the FY1985 deti Defense Authorization AcH(R. 5167P.L. 98525of October
19, 1984, and fully funded the ship iH.J.Res. 64%.L. 98473 0f October 12, 1984, a joint resolution making
continuing appropriations fd¥Y1985, and for other purposes.

1291n response to a request from CRS for examples in recent years of ships that were named well in advance of when
they were authorizk the Navy on December 7, 2012, sent an email citing the case of the destmoyealt(DDG-

1000) and two other ships (the destrofdeigh BurkelDDG-51] and the amphibious sh§an AntonidLPD-17])

whose naming lead times were substantially less ttetrof theZumwalt

130The FY2006 budget submission subsequently deferred the scheduled procurementd@DIG FY2007. DDG
1000 and the second ship in the class, BIDB1, were procured in FY2007 using split funding (i.e. -ywar
incremental fundingn FY2007 and FY2008.

131 The July 2012 Navy report to Congress states that

[Then]Secretary [of the Navy Ray] Mabus values the ability to consider [aircraft] carrier names on

an individual, casdyZase basis, for two reasons. First, it will allow a futbeeretary to name a

future fleet aircraft carrier for someone or something other than a former President. Indedd, [then

Secretary Mabus has a particular name in mind. With the scheduled decommissioning of USS

Enterprise (CVN 65), perhaps the most famship name in US Navy history besides USS

Constitution will be removed from the Naval Vessel Register. [f]Becretary Mabus believes

this circumstance could be remedied by bestowing

(Department of the Ngy, A Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels of the Nayyndated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012,
p.37.)
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Col umbThis s heidp fiosr spcrhoecduurle ment in FY2021, t h
which Congress is tion cJounwypiasddeOrt 6i nf o2ulr2 Oy,e awhsi ¢ h
inhe future.

Thr&ehn Lew2@85) TAOASsS noi keénr slaurl lyi &218,, 2016, it
was reportewounthame tthlee Nsae gyolnodh nt hlreomuigsh s i xt h
(TAXD05) <cl(@isse .0,i lBAQ@s 206 through 210) for Ha
Warren,F.RoKbeenrnte dy, Lucy Stone, bnd Sojourner
20 1tbeg § esvleiwpgse s cheduled for procurement in FY
FY2020, FY2021, and FY2022, resmpasctively, th:
considered o2 0wl 1021094,8 s2i 082 0r,s paencdt i2v0e2l ly,. r e
Thuuss,i ng the procurement deagthes nalmet fwere sche
TAQORobert B. waesnnaendnyounced abwaust ttchree year s
beprocured, t h2e0 Inw@mye )Ftoommsd A@noamced about f

yeairts whaes proocur ed, an2dl @ohjeo unranmeerw &Torru tThA O
announced aboutwd@itve beapsobufede As discuss:
report o200 5 hcel aTsAsO pr ogr a m, t2h0eS5 fcilrassts sairxe s hi p
being dp ruombubroec k buy contract that Congress au
action on the F¥Y2althle6 pdeofceunrseemebnutd goeft .e ach s hip
contrreantati ns subject to the avail®bility of ap
e The ballistirc neVERQBIE@BE lOhat ober 28, 2020,
th€8nacretary of the Navy KenneCtol uBuba iat hwait e
(SSBR6) class ballistei cnattiesds DhSSBMubmarine wi
8219 scheduled for2é4r Tk wmsaemme bf¢co& 2 IS SHWBAR 0
announced about three years before i1t 1s to

Cha
The

nges to Names of Navy Ships

names of Navy s hipse alrde, s200n2e0t,i nperse scsh arnegpeodr.t /

The Navy generally refrai nveenteredsetvice.faliticsni ng it s s hi
and social mores certainly play a part in choosing the names of new ships, and it is not

unusual for a ship to be renamed one or more times prior to entering service, but it would

be quite unusual for ships to be renamed imiserdue to changing sensitivities.

Renamings usually take place because of an imperative to quickly honor a person or event.
They can also accompany a change in function such as converting a ship to a different
purpose or because a naming scheme for @ineclass of ships might change. Other
changes might be for stylistic or administrative reasons and in those cases the core names
are retained even if the rendering changes. Prior to construction names have often been
swapped among ships of a class fovaaiety of reasons, including the symbolism of
building a particularlynamed ship in a particular state or city.

Ships acquired from private or other sources have also frequently been renamed, especially
ships transferred from the US Army or US Coast Gtarthval service. Hundreds of ships

132 The contract was authorized Bgction 127 of the FY2016 National Defense Awtbation Act G. 1356P.L. 114
92 of November 25, 2015).

1383Gection 127 0P.L. 11492s t at es that “Any contract entered into under

that any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subjemtadahiity of
appropriations for that purpose, and that total liability to the Government for termination of any contract entered into

shall be lIimited to the total amount of funding obligated
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transferred from other government agencies such as the Maritime Commission or the
Maritime Administration have been renamed upon being acquired for US Navy Sétvice.

Publsi ole in Naming Ships

Members ofrd¢ hseompathiimes ai nterested in having Navy
or citneWjS®foNavy ships (particularly those on v
for battles in which they or thee.r Gietliazteinwse swiptah
such an interest s ®@dDt iome sCocngmteascst steheek 1 Magv ys,up p o
proposals. An October 2008 news-wrepongg, cdmpacegan
New Hampshire elementaryasmahoagl 290t0@d evatss itnls a tr ubne
Navsy decision in Augustl aX®0 4 utbanam a'itiibeh ea fMuekrg it nhiea s
2012 Navy rtepdratt etso then grodslso wi ng

In addition to receiving input and recommendations from the Preside@oanugless, every
Secretary of the Navy receives numerous requests from servicemembers, citizens, interest
groups, or individual members of Congress who want to name a ship in honor of a
particular hometown, or State, or place, or hero, or famous ship. méans the

113 E2]

nomination process is often fiercely contested
“their” ship name is the mo$% fitting choice for

Members of the public may also expresBhd heir opr
July 2012 Navy report to Congress -ncaintiensg and di s c
decisions that were criticize@0DdDy( somed obosrerRras
Lyndon Johnson), thCG3d CittomadR&Lombsiad n tiehtiipve Gabr
Gi f f),dthéds a mp h iLlPi2o6u s( nsahmepd for [ ate Retpreesentati ve
auxil iBAKE3 h(inpa med f oranMe & ghaer aHik&iE <t )afr wa mechd pf or

Cecsar Mavez).

B4Christopher Png (haSv aNa, DgfeRSeh&iApnespate Repoadtine 14, 2020. Regarding the
names of certain Civil Wagra ironclad monitors, one blog post states

[Then]Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles directed that new vessels being built should illustrate
the prideof the American nation by having distinctly American names. As a result, many of the
monitors received names of American rivers, lakes, mountains, cities or Indian tribes. This practice
created a list of names that in some cases proved nearly unprondenthatpractice

nevertheless remained in place until 1869, when the new Secretary of the Navy, Adolph A. Borie,
ordered the wholesale renaming of ships, often adopting new names based on classical Greek
figures or gods. This practice has somewhat contplickor many the tracing of these Civil War

era ships.

(“Later Ironclads,” USS Monitor Center at The Mariners
16, 2020, ahttps://www.monitorcenter.origterironclads/)

135 Dean Lohmeyer;Students Who Helped Name the Nza/iNewest Sub Tour StageNamesak& Navy News

Service October 25, 2008.

136 Department of the NavyA Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vested\atvy

undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 201213p. 12

137 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy

undated but transmitted to Congress with cdetters dated July 13, 2012, p. 15.
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CongrsesRsol e in Naming Ships

Overvi €wvngfessional InflWNemiagoPWeNasyofihip

Congress has long maintained “anhlansmdd aoerm ciend h o w

may have piennfdiunegn cadvye deeamsngnef onetthainoships,
liendtto the following

e One sourceétfhtanescrhdt carriers] CVN 72 an
prior to their start [of construction], 1 n
pressure to name one of those tlhaps for Ad
[attack submarine] SSN 709 was named for t

e Thewas a friendly rivalry of sorts in Congres

naming t
supporte
decision announced by President Clinton 1in
(C¥N5) for Truman-76ndfaoar8BReaganaCVN

he aif##é6érddDtr Paesiden€VNruman and tho
d naming i ti sfsouwre Pwaess iedfefnetc tRievaeglayn ;r etsho

e One press report suggestf/g tthat Presideatsion
George M. mW.y Buwmsve been influenc®d by a congr

e Section 1012 of the FY2007 John Warner Nati ol

(H. R. /PS IL2-3 6labf9 Oct ober 17, 2006), expressed

t hat t he a1 r-7c8& asfito wlad rbbee rn aCnVYeNd f.or President
The Navy announced on -T&8nweudnd Ge¢ adt 07, t hat

R. Ford
e In th@ongmie Re 5, ila0boduced ondtfhdey 1, 201
sense of the House of Representatives tha

0,
t

namehe next appropriate navallhehip in honor

measure was not acted on after being referre

Committee. On February 15, 2032, anhe Navy
Arleigh Batrkecl DDG des tmdbgkd “Fiwoml d

e Secti
11 Zbf December 3 1t,he Oslelns e xpfreGomreglress that
of th

138 For example, the 1819 and 1858 laws citefbotnotel set forth naming rules for certain kinds of ships. Today, 10
U.S.C. 886624D) still requires that battleships (which the United States has not built since World War 11) be named after
states.

139The Naval Institute Guide to the Ships and Aircraft of the U.S.,Fipatit., p. 113. See also p. 70 and p. 86.

140 patrick Pexton;Clinton Compromise: Carriers Trum#&mdReagari, Navy TimesFebruary 13, 1995: 19. See also
“Navy Announces Aircraft Carrier To Be Named For President Trutessociated Pres$ebruary 2, 1995. CVN5
had been preliminarily named the itéd States.

141 The article, which reported on the stifficial naming ceremonygtates the following:[Senator] Warner recalled
that he first suggested naming a carrier in the senior’Binmor last year [i.e., in 2001], during a ceremony in
NewportNews to christen the [previous] carrier Ronald Redagdale EismaniNavy Names New Aircraft Carrier
For Elder Bush, Norfolk VirginianPilot, December 10, 2002.)

142DOD News Release N409-12,  “ Na v yFive\NewmShips February 15, 2012
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Per.@nt February 15, 2012, - hsdn, Marvy iagnhnounced
Bur PO@(Jcl destroyer, WwRabhhel BPenamta

e On June 19, 2019, Senators TS.dAmdftouwung and Mil
79,3 an amendment to tshe AuWt2HARWOE Najt7i%n al Defen

expressing the sense of the Congress that th
51 c¢class destroyer for t H%Onl aNtoev efnobreme rl1 3Senat
2019, ptoiwhi el f uSr.tAhnedrtw.a <7t%3® noowde d at

Congreshe gbhayy announcad DDIlFa tc liats swodwlsd rmaymer

for ¥ugar.

e Members ofwrGComgietAcei ng SecThomay of the Nav
Harkar20383¢cratdary of thei NaZwlXIHlmegl os Del Tor
Navynatnoe a ship for MEdlads odr@@mroMayrdad pi ent
19, 2022, Secretary Del Tod 8 awowomddnbedstohat 1
nam¥&d.

The July 2012 Navy report to Congress states tha

every Secretary of the Navy, regardless of point of view [on how to hame ships], is subject
to a variety of outside influences when considering the best nhames to choose. The first
amory these comes from the President of the United States, under whose direction any
Secretary works.

Secretaries of the Navy must also consider the input of Congr&isen the vital role
Congress plays in maintaining the NaWwarine Corps Team, any Setary is sure to
respect and consider its input when considering ships names.

Sometimes, the Secretary must also balance or contend with differences of opinion between
the President and Congreés.

The Navy suggests that comrgass ssiwommdr tofffarc epr ovp &

Navy ship for a specific person, place, or thing
make their support known. Congress may also pass
143DOD News Release N0. 169 2, “ Navy Na me sFebridaryd5 2082w Ships, ”

“Congress.gov states that the amendment was introduced by
Office©Of fice of Senator Todd Young, * ¥Wblanergf Richard 6. tugar,e s Navy Shi
Naming Ceremony Nov. 1 8 i n )d$taied that theaamendinient was infroduced b e r 13, 201

Senators Young and Braun.

145 Source: email from Navy Office of Legislative Affairs to CRS, November 14, 2019. See also Office of Senator
Todd Y ¥aumg@Announces Navy Ship to be Named in Honor of Richard G. Lugar; Naming Ceremony Nov. 18
in Indianapolis » No v e mb e r skdBNovelherild, 201% ltps:&veww.young.senate.gmegwsroonpress
releasesfoungannouncesavy-ship-to-benamedin-honorof-richardg-lugarnamingceremonynov-18-in-

indianapolis

U6StarAd v e r t i sNavy Ship to BefNdmedAfter Filipino AmericanSailor, Plonolulu StarAdvertiser June 3,
2022;Sarah Fearing Virginia DelegationUrges Navy tdNameShip After Only Filipino American toReceive the

Medal of Honor WAVY.comApril 4, 2022.

147 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsSECNAV Names Future Arleigh Burkeass Destroyer Telesforo Trinidad®
May 19, 2022.

148 Departmat of the NavyA Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 201212p. 11
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Congressiomsaels Rtes pAPnnoundNadni NgvPeShispons

$REOxOI UwlOi w+1 1T PUOEUDOO

Congress can pass lregmisigtdoni siegm rtdh smtg la s hh e n

Navy. Such legislatsi von eowasn rexgpsr ehsnsn gQidndcgerddNsadse e i s i
s

and if Congress o desires, can also suggest or
artechexamples of such legislation:

e S. Resof 3t3heongdsesampbecanfehameappears ¢t o
refdepport for an mamomgceéadc Naivgns hTlpi s meas u
introduced in the SenatonsdamdeNMewe mmedr algi,e e2d0 It
without amendment wunmd iwmomisenh¢e pregmenbday by
summarizes theHem siWetdddiyy | tamdner of
comme mo§ he¢ c hr iESHe neixnpge doift i onary sea base s hij
for Wisk Eliecagmss I[(at i 2&81”)Acti vity 1in

e H.Resofl@mhBongreesxamplenof a measure reflect
for an anno umacneidn gNadveyc isshiiopn. Thi s measure, 1n
January 20, 2010, and passed by the House on
the Navy on its decision to name a naval shi

¢ H. Con. Refshe!B@RBgreansexample of a measure that
reflect disagreement -nwainmiihn ga nd eacninsoiuonnc.e dT hNasv 'y
measure exprofs s@odn grhees ss etnhsact-6 8 8¢ EEbasAngel es
attack €C€obmpasi(B&BMN Bt ishould be renamed, and t
nonlethal naval ves ColFrpubbofChdosdt Angedebe nam
class attack submarines7 Oibearde breaeme dh afmerd cfiotri e
Corpus ChH.iGotni.,RweisX. J3nlt2r oduced on April 21, 1
referred to the Seapower and Strategic and C:
the House Armed Services Committee on April 2

Navy modified-7t0l5€CittoymeofoCHEPNs Chri st i

149 An April 24, 1982, press report states the following:

HouseSpeker Thomas P. O’>Neill is asking the White House t
new nuclear submarine from the USS Corpus Christi to another title less offensive to Christian

groups.

O’ Ne i-Mals,s .D, suggested that the osfubGmoarrpiunse (bher irsetnia.ni’e d t he

In a telephone call he initiated Thursday to Michael K. Deaver, deputy chief of staff and assistant to
President [ Ronal d] Reagan, O’ Neill said he found the n
nuclearpowered warship.

According t o an O’ Neill aide, Deaver replied that he would
The USS Corpus Christi was named for the city in Texas. Corpus Christi is Latin for body of
Christ.

The Ad Hoc Corpus Christi Campaign, a group consisting of variatisolic and Protestant
laymen and clergy, opposed calling the submarine by its present designation.

O’ Neill is a Roman Catholic.

Navy Secretary John F. Lehman, Jr., a Catholic, has defended the name USS Corpus Christi, saying
the submarine was not named feligious purposes but for the Texas city.

Ot her ships in the Navy’s history have carried the nam
several of its other attack submarines after cities, for example the USS Los Angeles.

(Associated Rrnenss,” Co@pNesi IClhrGlst i’ IBugepepr opriate As Nam
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On April 18¢c2&tld3rytdfnt he NavyPRa/ySaMabus announ
Antoni-d7)0LEDass awmphl dibae snasiimd L BP T1Psobretol and, ORF
the third Navy ship to,bearriBiBevena m&€mBdr fband. i
Portl anwas MEaoammnits si oned into service 184Fgbruary

and maintained 1n reserve statusThetsdcond,ucdkn fr
amphibi@®dDY,s hwas nbaomehdr tfloarn d, ME,. ahtd Wwogs tl and,

commi ssioned into service 1in October 1970, decor
the Naval Vessel Register in March 2004.

An April 18, 2013, pres ss tratl &ld. s$e.h afSreonna t Soernsa tSours aAnn
Collins and Amgusa Kieng erodaoay Raegg Mabus, the Secr
the USS|[R®DEI]l andew Salm shAntaoompihoi bi ous transport d
the city of Portland, Oregon, also be named in I
history and tradition of U.S. NaX°%l ns hriehpsl ybe st o we

Register GuardApril 24, 1982, accessed August 18, 2016tais://news.google.com/
newspperst=I7RQAAAAIBAJ& sjid=MulDAAAAIBAJ& pg=5979%2C535811%

A December 30, 1982, press report states the following:

The vessel was the subject of an intense controversy last spring when Roman Catholic and other
religious leaders and peace activistfeoted to the original name Corpus Christi, which in Latin
means “Body of Christ.?”

President Reagan ordered the name changed [to City of Corpus Christi] over the objections of Navy
Secretary John Lehman.

(“Sub City of Corpus CI8rNewbLondon DayD8ember8in1®82s s i oned J an.
accessed August 18, 2016 haps://news.google.coméwspapers@=RQQhAAAAIBAJ& sjid=
a3UFAAAAIBAJ& dg=city-of-corpuschristi%20submarinefg=6072%2C6185609

Anot her apparent recent case of a ship’s name bei
name cona@s the Expeditionary Fast Transp@ity of BismarcKEPF9 ) . DOD’s June 6, 20
release about the naming of this ship (then referred to as a Joint High Speed Vessel, or JHSV) and four other
ships states:

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announceidyahe next three joint high speed vessels (JHSV)

will be named USNS Yuma, USNS Bismarck and USNS Burlington, and two littoral combat ships

(LCS) will be named USS Billings and USS Tul ssa... US NS
vesselto be namedintimm r of North Dakota’s capital city.

ng amende
13, news

(Department of DRNavyeNames MultiplevShipa”e 1Jeuansee ,6 ,“ 2013, copy acces
November 20, 2020, &ttps://web.archive.orgleb2013092422105http:/www.defense.gov/
releaseselease.aspx@leaseid26077)

By the time of the ship’s christeninCgyof n May 2017, the
Bismarck (See Department ofd df e n s ¢ n e Mayy ta GhristeraExpeditiorfary Fast
Transport City of Bismarck” May 11, 2017, accessed November 20, 2020
https://www.defense.goMewsroomReleasesleleasehrticle/1179499%avy-to-christen
expeditionaryfasttransporicity-of-bismarck/)
150DOD Release No: 2313, Setretary of the Navy Names Multiple Ships Apr i 1 telegsestated 3. The
“Mabus named the future USS Portland (LPD 27) in honor of C
Blpress r el Senatars Collins, KinglReqgdest‘Ship Be Named After Portland, ME Apr i1 18, 2013,
accessed on December 11, 201 htigs://www.king.senate.gavewsroonpressreleasesenatorscollins-king-
requestshipbenamedafterportlandme Thepress el eas e presents the full text of the
Secretary Mabus, which is as follows:

Dear Secretary Mabus:

On April 12, 2013, you announced that LPD 27, a new San Antdags amphibious transport
dock ship, will be named the USS Portlafter the city of Portland, Oregon.
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Navy sent Alpeatitle 24 ,d 2tCebB ] i no t &attl attkheoed gf oilnl o wi n g
part

In addition to [the ballistic missile submarine] USS MAINE (SSBN 743), Secretary [of the
Navy Ray] Mabus recently honored the state of Marine through his namifitpeof
expeditionary fast transport shigSNS MILLINOCKET (JHSV 3) [now called-EPF 3]

which was christened last weekend and will proudly represent our Nation as part of the
fleet for decades to come. The Secretary of the Navy has tremendous apprémidtien

state of Maine, its citizens and the incredible support provided by them to our Navy an
our Nation. However, Oregon is the only state in our Nation that does not currently have a
ship in the fleet named for the state, its cities or communities. Secretary Mabus named LPD
27 after Portland, Oregon, to correct that oversight and acknowledgsugtiport and
contributions made by the men and women of Portland and Otegon.

We were surprised that the press release did not state that the ship was also named in honor of the
city of Portland, Maine. We write to ask that you clarify that the ship will also be named in honor

of Portland, Maingconsistent with the long history and tradition of U.S. Navy ships bestowed with
the name USS Portland.

The Department of the Navy press release stated LPD 27 will be the third ship to bear the name
USS Portland. The press release failed to mention tthatds the previous two ships were named,

in whole or in part, to honor the city of Portland, Maine. The first USS PortlaneB@}Avas the

lead ship of a new class of heavy cruisers. Launched in 1932, it was named after the city of
Portland, Maine, and sebattle during World War 1l at the 1942 Battle of the Coral Sea, the Battle

of Midway, and the Battle of Guadalcanal. After accruing 16 battle stars, she was decommissioned
in 1946.

The second USS Portland (LSEY) was commissioned in 1970 and served @004. The ship
was also named after the city of Portland, Maine, but it was also named after the city of Portland,
Oregon. The ship’s insignia incorporates the seals of

The third USS Portland should continue this tradition. We understahdrtiphibious transport
dock ships are named for major American cities, and we can assure you that Portland, Maine is the
largest city in Maine and the metro areais hometetohei r d of Maine’s entire populati

Portland also has a rich naval historgush Portland is where many Liberty cargo ships were built
that sustained the war effort during World War Il, and 4,700 skilled shipyard workers repair Los
Angelesclass and Virginiaclass nuclear powered submarines one hour to the south of Portland at
thePortsmouth Naval Shipyard. Portland also has the largest port in Maine, and it is home to men
and women whose livelihood relies upon the ocean and its resources, as demonstrated by the
historic and bustling working waterfront.

We are confident that thenpressive capabilities of LPD 27 and her crew can honor Portland,
Maine, without in any way reducing the simultaneous honor afforded to Portland, Oregon. In fact,
part of the rich history of Portland, Oregon, is that it was named after the city in Mait#43,

two of the city’s founders, Asa Lovejoy of Boston, and
wanted to name the new city after his original home town. After Pettygrove won a coin toss two out
of three times, the city was named after Portlvid,i ne. You c¢an view the “Portland

person at the Oregon Historical Society in downtown Portland, Oregon.

We request that you clarify that the USS Portland will be named in honor of Portland, Maine, as
well as Portland, Oregon. Given the histofjboth cities and the previous ships given the proud
name of USS Portland, we are confident that you will agree that doing so will greatly contribute to
the rich and storied history the USS Portland will carry with her as she and her crew defend our
nation.
For a press report, see Associated Pr es sBostofi GlabgApri As ked To F
20, 2013.
152| etters dated April 24, 2013, from Pamela S. Kunze, Captain, U.S. Navy, Special Assistant for Public Affairs to the
Secretaryf the Navy, responding on behalf of the Secretary of the Navy, to Senators Collins and King, provided to
CRS by Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, December 13, 2013.
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As noted elsewhere n tthhe Mawy tahnantoomntcOesa ¢ b @2 mi @
the Vixitgssiattack/ 9s3ubfmarr iOmree g N

AMay 21, 2016st NabygisbhlcoipsctpesahiinfigtP R atwe | 1 be

Navy ship named Portland, honosrilmg ghdbthl ctihtey. Or e ¢
statement is not codhat¢tR2IZPDs nhmelNavPREdyf fom P
A July 5, Ne2wiBle T ,v ieNpaotrgitctoer rteleLP P 27 1is named
PortOnagon, and follows the World War II1 heavy
LSD 37 as the third U.S. MNilvPyD Whae pmmios biceame d he
imo service on.December 14, 2017

Legisl alutodNmneShiNami Pgcisions

Tab3dseh opvass 1

naming

ac
de Al b

ted gaoibmdeki admCohgr d@Pdrf dinge
i 0ofi stehxecseep t met ahseuwfeeirse mtnmdat ot yspedvisi

t haxpressed the s(eonrs eo fo ft hteh ed &Cooantgdt e dshsar Wy u s e )
ship shembtd. be
Table 3. Recent Enacted Legislative Provisions
Fiscal
Year  Public Law Bill Section Ship Name(s)
2019 P.L.118@2 S.1790 1749 Any ship (or other DOD asset) Prohibition onnew names
referring to Confederacy
2013 P.L.1136 H.R. 933 8119 of Division C the next available capital warship Ted Stevens
2012 P.L.1181 H.R. 1540 1012 the next available naval vessel Rafael Peralta
2011 P.L.111383 H.R.6523 1022 a combat vessel Father Vincent Capodanno
2007 P.L.109B64 H.R.5122 1012 CVN-78 Gerald R. Ford
2001 P.L.106398 H.R. 4205 1012 CVN-77 Lexington
1999 P.L.108261 H.R. 3616 1014 an LPD17 class ship Clifton B. Cates
1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1018 LHD-7 Iwo Jima
1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1018 LPD-17 class amphibious ships ~ Marine Corps battles or
members of Marine Corps
1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1019 an appropriate ship Joseph Vittori
1991 P.L. 103510 H.R. 4739 1426 the next DDG-51 Samuel S. Stratton
1989 P.L.10#456 H.R. 4481 1221 the next SSBN Melvin Price
1989 P.L.10#456 H.R. 4481 1222 an appropriate ship Bob Hope
1988 P.L. 10202 H.J.Res. 395 8138 CVN-74 or CVN-75 John C. Stennis

ship

Source: Prepared by CRS. All of these provisions expressed the sense of the Coffgresshe Senate or
House)about how a Navyship should be named.

Tabdschopvsasxampl es of proposed bfht s rreanndihmgne nd me nt
decigobpng baédKongre¢he. 9Some of these measures e X
CongresoewaboNavh ship should be named, while ot h

158«Fyture USS Portland (LPD 27) ChristeneNavy Live May 21, 2016.
154 Source: CRS email exchange with Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, December 13, 2017.
155«ySS Portland (LPD 27) Successfully Completes Build€rials, Rlavy News Servigduly 5, 2017.
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Al t hough few of these
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Table 4. Examples of Proposed Bills and Amendments

me€ as ur € S

[Congress] and Bill

Ship

Proposed name(s)

[116h] H.Con.Res. 12(3.Con.Res. 41
[116M] S.Amdt. 7930 S. 1790
[116M] S.Amdt. 7640 S. 1790
[1151] S.Con.Res. 10

[113"] H.Res. 637

[112h] H.Con.Res. 48

[112h] H.R. 1945

[111*] H.Res. 1505

[111*] H.Res. 330

[111t] H.Con.Res. 83

[109M] S. 2766

[107h] H.Con.Res. 294

[106M] S.Con.Res. 84

[105h] S.Amdt. 28120 S. 2057
[104M] H.J.Res. 61

[104M] H.R. 445

[104h] S.Con.Res. 62

[104h] S.J.Res. 17

[104M] S.Amdt. 22770 S. 1026
[104M] S.Amdt. 22770 S. 1026
[104M] S.Amdt.4350to S. 1745
[103d] H.R. 5283

[102rd] H.Con.Res. 354

[1020d] H.R. 6115

[100M] H.Amdt. 614to H.R. 4264
[100M] S.Amdt. 13540 H.J.Res. 395
[98™] H.Res. 99

[97t] H.Con.Res. 312

[97th] H.Res. 174

[97th] H.R. 4977

[93rd] H.Con.Res. 386

[93rd] H.Con.Res. 387

[93d] H.J.Res. 831

Next Virginiaclass submarine
Next DDG-51 class ship

next availableppropriate naval vesse
next nuclear powered submarine
an appropriate Navy ship

a Littoral Combat Ship

next available naval vessel
next appropriate naval ship
an appropriate ship

CVN-79 or CVN-80

CVN-78

a new naval vessel

CVN-77

LPD17 class ship

CVN-76

CVN-76

SSN774

CVN-76

LHD-7

LPD-17 class ships

a SSN774 class submarine
an appropriate ship

a guided missile cruiser
CVN-76

next SSBN726 class samarine
CVN-74 or CVN-75

an aircraft carrier

a nonlethal naval vessel
anaircraft carrier

CVN-72

CVN-70

CVN-70

CVN-70

Wisconsin

Richard G. Lugar
Shannon Kent
Los Alamos
Clifton B. Cates
Ypdanti

Rafael Peralta
John William Finn
Clifton B. Cates
Barry M. Goldwater
Gerald R. Ford
Bluejacket
Lexington

Clifton B. Cates
Ronald Reagan
Harry Truman
South Dakota
Ronald Reagan
Iwo Jima

famous Marine Corps battles or heroe

South Dakota
Joseph Vitio
Pearl Harbor
Harry S Tuman
Melvin Price
John C. Stennis
Wasp

Corpus Christi
Wasp

Hyman G. Rickover
Carl Vhson

Carl Vinson
Carl Vinson

Source: Prepared by CRS.

a. H.Con.Res. 312xpressed the sense of Congress that the Los Angeles-@8BNclass attack submarine
Corpus Chrig®SN705) should be renamed, and that a nonlethal naval vessel should instead be named
Corpus ChrisfLos Angeleslass attack submarines were named for cities, andBX\had been named for
Corpus Christi, TX.)H.Con.Res. 31%as introduced on April 21, 1982, and was referred to the Seapower
and Strategic and Critical Materials subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee on April 28,
1982. On May 10, 1982, the Navizanged the name of SSN5 to City of Corpus Christi
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Legislative@Activity 1in

FY2DNational Defense HuRhodd4.BaIBa¢0N5 n Act
11-81

Hous e

Secti oonf 1tOh8e5 F Y2022 NationaH. Rehdasg§oOrAptohoridz dtyi
House Ar med Se rHv.iRceepstl I@dflninFictpttecemb(e st 46 s 2021

SEC. 1085. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING NAMING A WARSHIP THE USS
FALLUJAH.

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of
Fallujah’’.

H. Repd 1Ktldf/les
Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships

The committee understands the importance of naval history to sailors and their families
like. The Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Shiffds the official reference workmo

the basic facts about ships commissioned by the U.S. Navy since October 13, 1775. The
committee is concerned that the Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships is severely
out of date.

Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy bedfdlise Committee on
Armed Services by March 1, 2022, on efforts to update the Dictionary of American Naval
Fighting Ships. The briefing will include at a minimum: (1) timeline; (2) scope of project;
and (3) existing and proposed budget needed to updatittionary of American Naval
Fighting Ships within five years. (Pages 2A18)

Enacted

The joimtr yespglad ebne2n0t2 2f oNa ttihoenal De fSe.n siR6 GASut hor i z
11-8bbf Decembprsdted 021

Sense of Congress regarding naming a warship the USS Fallujah

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1085) that would expressribe of Congress
that the Secretary of the Navy should name a warshiuB& Fallujah .’

The Senate amendment contained no similar provision.

The agreement does not include this provision. (PDF page 256 of 670)

156 The online version ofhe Dictionary of American Naval Fighting s (DANFS) is at
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesfdlanfs.html
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Appendix A.Executive Summary of Ju
Report to Congress

This appendix reprints theNaexygpatt veosUGmmgnrgs ©fo
Navsy policies and practices for mnaming 1its ships
foll ows:

Executive Summary

This report is submitteith accordance with Section 1014R1L. 11281, National Defense

Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2012, dated 31 December 2011, which directs

the Secretary of Defeeas t o submit a report on “policies and
naming vessels of the Navy.?”

As required by the NDAA, this report:

¢ Includes a description of the current policies and practices of the Navy for haming
vessels of the Navy, and a descriptiointhe extent to which these policies and
practices vary from historical policies and practices of the Navy for naming vessels of
the Navy, and an explanation for such variances;

e Assesses the feasibility and advisability of establishing fixed policiethe naming
of one or more classes of vessels of the Navy, and a statement of the policies
recommended to apply to each class of vessels recommended to be covered by such
fixed policies if the establishment of such fixed policies is considered feasitle
advisable; and

¢ Identifies any other matter relating to the policies and practices of the Navy for naming
vessels of the Navy that the Secretary of Defense considers appropriate.

After examining the historical record in great detail, this reportlcdes:

e Current ship naming policies and practices fall well within the historic spectrum of
policies and practices for naming vessels of the Navy, and are altogether consistent
with ship naming customs and traditions.

e The establishment of fixed poles for the naming of one or more classes of vessels
of the Navy would be highly inadvisable. There is no objective evidence to suggest
that fixed policies would improve Navy ship naming policies and practices, which
have worked well for over two centuries.

In addition, the Department of the Navy used to
rulfes battle force ships, and update it as c¢han;
practice fell into disuse,abloeuatd imnagmeaflhog a ¢ gnedgr al
this problem, the Naval History and Heritage Cor
of currentr uttyoppeh enlapmianlgl Amer i cans better underst
choose the shihp sndmes twhdy &&. uPdated as requir

157 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of theSUNavy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. iii.
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AppendixBB. Name Changld. ForCdEas't
Cut fFormerl y3N®mad

Gu:

A July 1, 2020arefagcSss Covapdt iCaabaae & vtalineeay n a me d
s hi pi st hamwned by the City roef aBa lat immbsactuens nsdh iopper at

The historic Coast Guard cutter the “Taney?”
no longer pays tribute to the antebellum Supreme Court chief justice who delivered the
Dred Scott decision, according to a Baltimaraseum in charge of the ship.

The ship is named after Roger B. Taney, the former chief justice of the Supreme Court who
delivered the Dred Scott decision in 1857 that cemented the legality of slavery.

“The time is mnow to f iisgwiththesesymiols of appressionWe ¢ a n
said Chris Rowsom, executive

tR)

and blatant racism,
the organization that controls and maintains the ship. Its name has drawn protests and
objections in the past.

Historic Shipss working with Baltimore, the Coast Guard and the National Park Service,
which maintains the National Register of Historic Places, to speed removal of the Taney

name and find a suitable new name for the ship.
unt il
it d «

theship s stern, and Historic Ships said that

will be known by its technical name, the WHEC®¥Hi s t oric Ships said

anticipate any legal roadblocks to changing the name.

“We’d like to conlsli,ders dlihdirkgomas MRArpdm Bond,

Classrooms Foundation, parent group of Historic Ships, referring to the first black Supreme
Court justice and Baltimore native.

Baltimore City Council President Brandon Scott said the city has been talking abou
removing the name for years.

“The argument that changing the name would
“Renaming the USCGC Taney i1is a small, but
necessary reckoning with our past.?”

will

t k e ¢

113

CEO

erase |
me anin

Baltimore MayorBe nar d “Jack” Young said in a statement he

should be changed.

The Taney is the last warship afloat that was at Pearl Harbor during the December 7, 1941,
surprise attack. The Taney was decommissioned on Dec. 7, 1986, and th& Carast
transferred ownership and oversight to Historic Ships in Baltimore, according to Coast
Guard spokesman Lt. Cdr. Scott McBride.

“To preserve the proud naval heritage of the

its 50 years of service, the Codstiard recommends referring to the vessel by its hull
classification symbol of WHEC 37,” he said.

The for mer Coast Guard cutter now sits docked

memorial and museum.

158N the designation WHEC 37, W means it was a Coast Guard vessel, HEC means it waandmghce cutter, and
37meansitw@ t he Coa &suchGhipprd’>s 37
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Hi storic Ships has n’etall Threy referanies insitle thefshipiand wi 1 1 r e mo v
place artifacts in storage or a museum but said remaining references can be used to bolster
education programs®™®on Mr. Taney’s legacy.

Aut hor Information

Ronald O'Rourke
Specialist in Naval Affas
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Ben KeHisngri¢ Coast Guard ,SNall Sireet Jbunalduly 1, 20200 SeBalso Re n a me d

Hal li e RMigk Ir e B,NarfleRemeved fronHistoric Pearl HarboBhip in Baltimore Baltimore SunJuy

2, 2 Dlame ofEx-Supreme CourdusticeTakenOff Historic Warship Associated Presduly 1, 2020; John

K r u z Gustadiarffkename Coast Gua&hip NamedAfter JusticeWho Wrote Dred ScotbDecision The Hill, July

1, 2020;Meg Walburn Viviang d@mdDropping:CoastGuardCutterTa n ¢ MameRemoved Chesapeake Bay

Magazine J ul y Supremé@ @ordJustitellame Removed from Retired Coast Guard Cuttdaritime

Executive J ul y CbmmithdhttcRemoVing National Symbols of Racism Bddcating YouttAboutOur

Nation’s History Leads Living Classrooms Foundation to Rem
Guard Cutter in Baltimote” Li ving Classrooms Foundation, July 1, 2020.
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