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Workers on a crane observe as a diamond wire saw is lowered onto a

temporary work platform, near the USS Arizona Memorial, Sept. 6,

2025. U.S. Navy’s Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 1, advised by the

Navy Supervisor of Salvage and Diving and supported by locally

contracted salvors, will soon begin extracting two World War II-era

mooring platforms from USS Arizona’s hull in support of Memorial

preservation efforts. In the aftermath of the attack on Pearl Harbor,

the Navy installed the mooring platforms to aid in the salvaging of

the Pennsylvania-class battleship’s ammunition and armament for

reutilization in the ongoing war effort. (U.S. Navy photo by Dr. Alexis

Catsambis)
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On the morning of August 14, 1899, the English torpedo boat HMS

Polyphemus arrived at the port of Barcelona on a courtesy visit.

Apparently, she was a warship like any other, but the difference lay

below the waterline. Instead of a bulbous bow, the 2,640-ton, 73-

meter-long HMS Polyphemus was equipped with an armored ram

that also featured a torpedo tube at the nose. Courtesy of

envisitadecortesia.com
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